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«“DEsvLTory rEMARKS.” We have felt an unfeign- 
ed diffidence in appropriating so much of the pre- 
sent sheet to our own observations and opinions un- 
der this head, when fifties of documents, &c. are 
waiting an insertion. But some of our readers are 
pleased with such free articles—and others, per- 
haps, occasionally desire them to relieve the dull 
record to which this work is so much devoted.—And, 
if the matters discussed should be discussed at all, 
this seems the proper time for it. We have endea- 
voured to amuse as well as to instruct, and only ask 
that our opinions may be tested by the éruth, as it 
comes home to the heart of every reflecting man. 
We have spoken freely, but we trust not rudely, 
and surely honestly; but have made a severe attack 
on the reader’s patience by the length of our article. 


The party opposed to Gov. Clinton, in New-York, 
have preduced several affidavits to lessen the force 
of, or do away, certain of the facts supported in the 
documents which accempanied his late thessage. 
But, as we have not published these documents, we 
shall not further notice the opposing statements. 
The legislature will, probably, act on the case, and 
their proceedings shall be recorded. 





Tax CommitTres oF Manvuractores, of the house 
of representatives of the United States, have made a 
report “on the various memorials referred to them, 
praying for and remonstrating against, an increase 
of duties onimports.” It makes a heavy pamphlet 
ef eighty-three pages, apparently intended fo sift 
the whole business to its bottom, and certainly con- 
tains as much information on the subject at large, as 
ever was presented to the public in the same space. | 
After the rise of congress, when our pages are re- 
lieved of the details of its proceedings, we intend 
to publish this among other documents which have 
been laid over for a season of more leisure. 

The “Aurora” speaks of this report in the follow- 
ing terms:— 

«It is a maxim founded on all experience, that 
great emergencies are required to develope extra- 
ordinary talents. ‘The man who, in a season undis- 
turbed and tranquil, would pass over the smooth, 
unrafiied surface of human society, would, when 
wrought upon by critical occasions, unfold faculties 
and display powers, suchas would command admi- 
ration, and merit honor and gratitude from his coun- 
try, and by the mere impulse of occasion, place 
himself among the nobles of nature, and the objects 
of historical reverence and respect. We have be- 
fore us an example of this kind, in a report, pre- 
sented by the committee of manufactures, to con- 
gress on the 15th ultimo; a state paper, which, who- 
ever may be the author, renders honor to the genius 
and the character of this nation; compensating by 
his talents, in some measure, for the deficiencies 
by which he has been surrounded, and pointing 
with the finger of intellectual wisdom, at the causes 
of the evils by which this republic has been reduced 
to its present state of calamity, and, like the re- 
deeming angel, pointing out the only path to na- 
tional salvation.”’ 

We have also a copy of a long and able “me- 
mMorial of the citizens of Hampshire county, Virgi- 
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tatives, praying that the tariff may be so modified, as 
to afford complete protection and encouragement 
to manufactures; - likewise a report of the commit- 
tee on agriculture, of the same hous, “on the me- 
morial of the united agricultural societies of sundry 
counties in the state of Virginia,” read on the 2nd 
inst. and referred to a committee of the whole;—a 
long paper and probably an able one: it concludes 
with a resolution that the bill to regulate duties on 
imports, and for other purposes, reported by the 
committee on manufactures, is incompatible with 
the interests of agriculture, and of the community 
generally, and ought not to be adopted. We in- 
tend also to publish this article. 











Banks. Among the mass of papers that we would 
publish, is a long report of a committee of the se- 
nate of Pennsylvania, on a renewal of the bank char- 
ters. Itis a highly interesting document, and dis- 
cusses the subject much in detail. It concludes 
with a resolve “that it is inexpedient to renew the 
charter of any bank in that commonwealth,” unless 
under certain and severe restrictions to make them 
act honestly. 

Several other very able reports have been laid 
before that legislature, among them, is one on the 
penitentiary system, and another on internal im- 
provements. 

“Tuk REAL STATE OF THE TREASURY” We are not 
yet prepared to analyze the treasury report, and the 
more we look into the statements presented, the 
less we seem able to understand the matter. 

The president, in his late message on opening 
the session, gave a flattering view of the state of 
the finances—saying that, on the 30th of September, 
there was left in the treasury a sum estimated at 
$1,950,000—as if we then had so much a-head. The 
secretary, in his annual report, tells us that, on the 
Ist day of January (three monthis after) there would 
be a balance against the treasury of $2,638,169*— 
which, being added together, made a difference of 
more than four millions and a half in the prospect 
of things. In our last paper, we noticed the manner 
in which the wise men at Washington were troub- 
led about it; and, since then, we have another es- 
say on the subject, also written with talent, whose 
statements differ somewhat from all others; but con- 
clude with expressing a wish that the loan, should 
be “liberal”--meaning, we presume, that it should 
amount te seven millions. Yet, it seems, that the 
committee of waysand means have reported a defi- 
ciency, (after deducting certain retrenctiments), 
of only $3,079,094, to be provided for by loans, 
But these calculations, judging from the past, may 
not be correct. On the 14th of April, 1820, the 
same committee reported, that the «actual deficit” 
in the operations of the treasury for that year, 
would amount only to $1,485,001; they reported a. 
bill to borrow two millions and opposed an increhse 


of the amount, though advocated by one of their own, 


body. Three millions were borrowed, and taere 
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*In the supplementary report, the balance against 
the treasury, on the ist of January, 1821, is estimat- 
ed at 4,204,464, which prestnts.the matterina nere 
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was a deficit afterwards of 2,638,169;—besides this, 
the Louisiana debt, calculated to be paid by the 
committee, was not paid, and the aggregate dif- 
ferences between their estimates and the facts, re- 
sulted in an amount, against the treasury, equal to 
6,369,630 dollars—or one-fourth of the whole of its 
money transactions.* It is really extraordinary that 
these things should be so badly understood—-there 
must be some cause for it which should be sought 
after and removed. The subject is unpleasant, and, 
we wish to say no more about it than to excite en- 
quiry. 

It may be farther observed, however, that the 
same committee, in April, 1820, gave an estimated 
excess of receipts over the expenditures, for 1521, 
of $1,057,220. ‘The treasury report of Dec. last, 
states'the probable balance against the treasury af- 
ter deducting the deficit on the Ist of January, 1621, 
at nearly five millions—and the differences amount 
to six millions. In the supplementary report this 
is reduced, though the original amount required 
by loan is still urged. Again,—the committee, in 
their present report, not only as widely differ with 
the secretary as before, but also differ from their 
own former one, by nearly amillion of dollars. By 
the report of April, 1820, we were to have an ex- 
cess of $1,047,220, as above stated—by the report 
just now delivered, they give us an excess of re- 
ceips of only 151,311. 

FIELD SERVICE AND Potice. The papers present- 
ed to congress during the present session, if not so 
important as some that we-have scen, are equally 
interesting—especially those fromthe department 
of war and fromthe commissioners of the navy. The 
jetter of the secretary of war, transmitting “a sys- 
tem of field service and police, and a system of 
martial law for the government of the army of the 
United States—submitted in obedience to a reso- 
lution of the house of representatives, of the 23d 
December, 1819,’* makes a closely printed octavo 
pamphlet of one hundred asd thirty-two pages— 
and, of course, is beyond our reach for insertion, 

We do not affect any ability to speak of these 
systems—but they are highly spoken of by some 
that we think ought to understand them—and, on 
looking over the apparent precision of the details, 
we have been led to consider it as a work of the 
same character as that of the commissioners of the 
navy, in regard to the things under their charge, 
which isa monument of their talents and utility to 
their country: at any rate, it may be urged in eyi- 
dence of the zeal and industry of Mr. Calhoun—~and 
tvée trust that his labor wil] not be lost. 

Unless it is seriously intended to act upon infor- 
‘mation thus obtained, congregs should be cautious 
how they pass votes of enquiry, or instruct certain 
officers to do this or that. If they report carelessly, 
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- *Thus— 

Borrowed ‘3,000,000 

First reported deficit — 2,638,169 
Louisiana debt not paid, as 22,2 16,462 

estimated, 
- 7,854,631 
Suppased deficit 1,485,001 
- Real difference $6,369,636 


But, if we make the actual deficit, on the Ist of 
January, 1821, $4,204,464, as stated in the suppie- 


“fhertary report, the difference between the calcu- 
lations and the facts for the last year, will amount 
to neatly eight milligns of dollays~-7,935,4.25! 


they lose theirreputation; if they investigate deep. 
ly, they consume much precious time, which might 
be usefully devoted to other purposés—and, after 
that, to have their essays “laid upon the table,” 
until they are totally forgotten, is a public injury 
as well as a private wrong. There is some restric- 
tion on the passage of votes of enquiry by the new 
rules of the house of representatives, by which 
said motions must lie on the table one day: but the 
prudent members, before the vote is taken on such 
subjects, should ask, whut good can be derived from 
the information requested, when it is received, and 
how shall we apply it?—recollecting that to obtain 
it will cost much time and much money. 


Desultory Remarks. 


FROM “*FREEDOM’S CHAIR”? 











Honesty is the best policy.—Old proverd. 

1t is important that the Aabit of thinking in a free country, 
should inspire caution in those entrusted with its adminis. 
tration.— Washington. 

He that gives up essential liberty to purchase temporary 
safety, deserv~s neither liberty nor satety.—Franklin. 

Economy in the public expense, that jabor may be lightly 
burthened—the honest payment of our debts, and sacred 
preservation of the public faith —Jeferson. 





Servility—“radicals” and Castlereaghites—debt, 
payers and bankrupts—public debt not a public 
blessing—odd notions, right and wrong, “iegiti- 
mate” and treasonable-- mortification of the 
fiesh—difference of things—bribery proper and 
improper—how to kill by hissing—-temporal and 
spirc:ual matters—royalty and priestcraft spoken 
of, and things by their right names—explarato. 
ry - easily moved and not to be moved at ail—the 
state of repose—LiBsrty and indifference— 
Greece and Rome—Julius Cesar compared with 
Augustus—-danger of apathy—-thinking by depu.- 
ty—-toleration of opinion--strong meat and milk 
--a bull-—of the editor’s self--strange state of 
society—friends and enemies—-like loves like-- 
madness on both sides—credit and loans—cheap 
beer sends a man to the poor house-—things not 
to be trifled with--hint on the circulation of mo- 
ncey—more about loans—the sinking fund, its 
glory and its decease, a caput mortuum — what 
it wus 1o do—the Louisiana debt-- stocks payable 
— queer sayings—shavings of stocks, &c. during 
the late war—of the great soul-less incorporation 
and its power—prospect of war—transfer of the 
bank— more hatred of borrowing without: regard 
to the means of paying—rightful taxation —1798 
and 1621, truth the same in each year——things 
recommended--and conclusion. 

We are such servile copyists of foreigners, that 
even their phrases are quickly naturalized here to 
express purely 2mericanideas. ‘The “radicals” in 
England, are represented as a set of wiid enthiusi- 
asts, at war with “the hearth, the altar and the 
throne’’—as enemies of domestic peace and “legiti- 
mate” authority, temporal and spiritual: yet by this 
odious name, and, as if to express similar ideas, we 
learn, that it is the fushien of some at, Washington, 
who have, perbaps, fattened on the public, thus to 
callthe members of congress who desire to restore 
the nation to a state in which the public revenue 
may meet the public expenditure, and also do some- 
thing to reduce the public debt. 

Ve confess that we do not individually approve 
‘of all that certain persons seem to wish might be 
done; but, even if our opinion was entitled to 
| weight in this matter, it would not affect the recti- 
, tude of the principle wiich operates on these gen: 


~w 














. NILES’ BEGISTER—FEBRUARY 10, 1821—DESULTORY REMARKS. 387 





o 


= 





tlemen—and, if’ an adherence to it constitutes a 
“radical,” we belong to the order. But we will not 
accept of that name, unless the opposite party will 
consent to be called Castlereaghites. The latter, as 
a term of reproach, just as well belongs to them as 
the other does to us. However, we will compro 

mise the matter, and, if we must have some petit 
cant designation, suppose they call us debt-payers— 
and we will leave to them the extremely fasiionable 
term of bankrupis; or, to accommodate, and give 
them the semblance of the English phrase which 
they are so fond of, they may say that‘we are ari- 
ginals ---in reference to the original principle of the 
old republicans, who denied that a public debt was 
a public blessing. 

When a government, like that of England, for 
example, is so far sunk in corruption that the peo. 
ple render obedience to the law only at the point 
of the sword, or fram superstitious notions in be- 
jieving that the ALmienry condescends to use espe- 
cial means to give generation to princes and no- 
bles;—those who hold the power of the govern- 
ment, or teach men to blasplheme their Creator, 
may well chime in with the cry that “a national 
debt is a national blessing,” because it enlists the 
basest of passions on their side; or proclaim that 
certain bishops and priests, whose distended cheeks 
rest on their shoulders, and whose faces are like 
full moons, are emblems of a mortification of the 
flesh for the good of their souls!!. These are 
called spiritual fathers, on which we might make 
an irreverential pun. But things with us are 
differently constituted—our government is pre- 
sumed to be the choice of the people—it is ad- 
mitted, that they may rightfully change it at their 


own discretion, and acknowledged, that public opi- 


nion is the stay and strength of every administra 

tion of it. Hence, any method resorted to in regal 
governments, to divide and distract the people, 
«lissipate their power or render them fools, is tho- 
roughly “legitimate’’—though all such things are 
‘reasonable in the United States. Every republican, 
call him by what name you may, indignantly re- 
jects the idea that any person should be invested 
with authority and retain power or office, in oppo- 
sition to the public will, or use any means for either, 
except such as will “bear the light,” being just 
and virtuous—though all do not act up to this prin- 
ciple! Bribery of members of parliament is broadly 
Justified in Britain, and pensioners of the king are 
talked of as representatives of the people—but a 
person would be blasted by the mere hisses of the 
community here, if he were openly to advocate 
these, aS applicable to ovr condition. So that what 
1s sownd doctrine where knaves rule and instruct, is 
rank heresy where a people think. Aud we depre- 
cate a national debt, in a political sense, just as 
much as we hate a national church in a religious 
one. The former is no more needful to the sup- 
port of an Aonest government, than the other is ne- 
cessary to sustain the Canis7T1an faith. An upright 
heart comes from GOD as much as a sense of reli- 
xious dutv—and neither requires the support of 
drunken idiot kings or cheating priests. The doc- 
trine of Thidet, that the Grand Lama never dies, is 
not one whit more absurd than other notions held 
by enrghtened men, about the sanctity of kings and 
authority of bishops and councils over the con- 
science. These are strong expressions—some may 
think them rude, perhaps, and others reckon them 
uTrehgious—BUT THEY ARE THE TRUTH: and the pe- 
riod is coming when things shall be called by their 
neht names, ; 
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stances seem to render it necessary that [ should 
speak of myself and my motives—-for these are pe- 
culiar times. The people, from some cause or ano- 
ther, have unaccountably lost that spirit of vigi- 
lance with which they used to regard public men 
and «ffairs: and, when a person attempts to disturb 
their repose, he is too often looked upon as an ene- 
my. Thetime was, when a British order in council 
or aFrench decree, would have excited more feel. 
ing than the derangement of the army, the destruce 
tion of the navy, or the borrowing of twenty mil. 
lions of dollars, would now give rise to. A little 
while ago, what a clamor had we, because of the 
famous compensation law of congress-—but now, g 
reduction of the pay of the members, though really 
more suited to the state of the times than it was 
then, is just whispered and passed over as of no 
importance whatever! If this repose was the result 
of contentment and the quiet of prosperity, we 
should be among the last ef men that would attempt 
to interrupt it: but itis the repose of despondency 
or the result of despair—and without cause. We 
have many times said, that we preferred even the 
licentiousness of freedom to the calm of depotism 
--not with reference to a despotism prevailing in 
the United States, but in regard to the condition 
which the hopelessness of a change for the better 
places any people in. Liberty, wild as the moun- 
tain roe, unrestrained by the courtesies and rights 
of life, and even disregarding her own great max- 
ims by becoming intollerant and cruel, will always 
settle down in improvement. Witness the revolu- 
tion in France, wherein base men “sported” with 
liberty, and used her name as a cabahistic word to 
cause rivers of human blood to flow over moun- 
tains of human misery. © But in indifference there 
isno hope of benefit: the holy spark of native inde- 
pendence, implanted by the Crxaror in the mind of 
man, perishes in his bosom, or oly gives a flitting 
light, ike an expiring lamp, to make the darkness 
visible. Thesenseless JZ'urk, seated in the midst of 
the ruins of illustrious Greece, smokes liis pipe 
heedless, while, perhaps, the descendants of So- 
crates and Leonidas, Piate or Epaminondas, humbly 
approach and fearfully touch the hem of his gar- 
ment. In proud Home, too, once teeming with busy 
inillions of freemen, there is the silence of the 
grave. ‘The forum from whence a Brutus has called 
upon the sacred name of liberty, may be the home 
of bats and beetles; and snakes and scorpions en- 
gender where a Cato lived to honor and to bless 
mauykind. ‘the hand of violence prostrated free- 
dom in these countries, and the people, lost to vir- 
tue, because without hope, have gradually degene- 
rated, as it were, into two-legged animals, made af- 
ter the image of Gon, but seemingly divested of 
the immortal spirit which Hx gave to the clay. In 
some cases, however, this state of things was 
brought about by the people themselves. Where was 
an ancient city, whercin cocks were not allowed to 
be kept, because by their crowing they migit dis- 
turb the slumbers of its inhabitauts; and that citv 
was destroyeds--and, in other places, once famed 
for arts and arms, the people, resting on the glory 
of their ancestors or on their own former prowess, 
relieved themselves of the trouble of thinking, and 
were converted into herds of slaves. 

‘hat venerable sage and profound historian, 
John Dickinson, oftentimes honored me with short, 
but insaructive conversations, when my mind, such 
as it is, Was measurably ripening; and it is proba- 
ble that some of my habits of thinking are derived 
from him. He abruptly asked me one cuy, what 
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as the destroyer of Roman liberty. I replied, 
that I was not sufficiently informed to decide; when 
he imperatively said, “read.” Curiosity was ex- 
cited, and I immediately looked into the history of 
these men. I found many things to admire in the 
character of Ji/ius—his clemency and his valor ele- 
vated him to the highest pitch of character, but he 
‘passed the Rubicon’’* in defiance of the law, and 
overturned the liberties of Rome. Augustus final- 
ly succeeded to a full possession of the powers 
which Julius partially held or ultimately aimed at 
—he patronized the arts and encouraged the sci- 
ences, and was praised for his virtues in liberal 
poetry an solemn prose—and I thought that he 
was a great and good man, and the friend rather 
than an enemy of Rome. After some days, or 
weeks, Mr. Dickinson kindly repeated the question 
givenas above, and received my answer according 
to my reasoning on the things just stated. ‘Such 
ze the error,” said he, “of most young men—but I tell 
thee, though Julius Cesar forged the chains for the 
Roman people, it was the scoundrel Augustus that ri- 
vetted them.” This is exactly the substance, if not 
chiefly the very words, of his strong remark—and, 
though I bowed to him as to an oracle, and as such, 
perhaps, received his opinion, a number of years 
passed over my lread before I saw the reason of it 
—~and then T found out the danger of indifference 
and fatal effect of apathy in a people; which I have 
since regarded as more fearful to a republic than 
an invading “army with banners.” and 1 was cau- 
tioned to respect the imposing declaration, “¢hat 
vigilance is the condition on which liberty is granted 
to man.” 
It has for some time appeared to me, that my 
country was in danger of losing its liberty—not by 
usurpations of power in the executive, or false le- 
gislation in the representatives of the people, 
though some things have happened, in both branch- 
es, which were unfortunate—but from the growing 
heedlessness of our citizens toa consideration of 
their own affairs, and the consequent assumptions 
of designing persons to think for them. Instance, 
some things managed by what are called caucusses, 
and the patient waiting of the people to form an 
opinion, until its pitch is struck by leading politi- 
cians. The tone thus given is generally accepted 
without examination;} after a little while we begin 
to think it is principle, and are led to doubt the poli- 
tical sanity of any man who is pleased to judge 
for himself. It might seem a bold assertion, and 
would startle many for its magnitude, if I were to 
*«Passing the Rubicon.” It may be useful to 
the young reader to mention, that the Rubicon was 
a stream of water, which no one, in hostile array, 
could pass, without being declared the enemy of 
Rome. 
TAs a ridiculous instance of this, I may mention 
a case that really and recently occurred. A certain 
asticle was published in the newspapers, and, in ma- 
ny of those deemed the most respectable, was called 
a “lucid” exhibition, &c. I myself did not happen to 
understand it, though I read it twice over with much 
attention. In my peregrinations, I happened to meet 
two of the editors who had personally praised the 
article, and I asked them if ¢hey understood it? One 
of them promptly said, that he had not read it at all 
—he had just looked at it, but “supposed it was a 
good thing;”—the other observed that he had made 
tue paragraph just to excite attention, without hav- 
ing the leisure to examine the matter, Now those 
two persons—those simple ones, put me down as 
disaffected for asking tiem about the thing! 








say, that there is now less toleration in the United 
States than there was twenty yearsago! Yet, per. 
haps, the assertion might be negatively maintained, 
if not-affirmatively supported, on the broad ground 
that, as some use less of the liberty of thought for 
themselves, they are the less disposed to aliow it to 
others! It it is no matter that the old contests be- 
tween the Democrats and Federalists seem generally 
to have ended; and that in congress, and certain of 
the state legislatures, some of one of the former 
party designations act with persons of the other. 
This does not, in my opinion, at all arise from a 
want of the original principles on which these great 
parties were farmed; but from listlessness, tempo- 
rizing—or a seeking after places and power. A 
few, of either, still think, and tenderly regara their 
former maxims as rules of right—but these are 
not the most active and influential men. They 
command respect and receive it—but cannot use it 
to beneficial purposes—because the people are un- 
willing “to bear “strong meat;” because they will be 
fed with miik: because, like the inhabitants of the 
city above referred to, they do not wish to be dis- 
turbed from their slumbers that they may see the 
light. But they must be disturbed or liberty will 
be destroyed: not immediately, perhaps, but before 
many years. 

A little further by way of explanation, and I 
shall return from my digression to the subject left 
if I can find it! No article is inserted in this 
paper with electioneering views—it makes no odds 
to the editor who isin or who is out, and he has 
learned todiscriminate between menand actions. He 
is not united with, or opposed to, any set of persons 
as a party, and does not care a straw “what Mrs. 
Grundy says.” As one of that nation said, “whose 
heads are often wrong, but hearts always right,” he 
isin a “gang by himself”—-owing much to the public, 
but nothing to party in his business. ‘lhat indi- 
vidually, he was friendly to the election and re- 
election of Mr. Monroe—but has not made up his 
own mind as to the person that he would vote for 
to succeed him. On account of the state of our 
country as just above represented, it seemed ne- 
cessary that these things should be stated at this 
time—because whatever partakes of old fashioned 
watchfulness, is construed by the sycophantic or in- 
different into an opposition to men, no matter what 
is the subject to which attention isinvited. Every 
body who will be pleased to think, will easily find 
out that Ido not magnify any thing, though per- 
chance some may believe that my notice of the con- 
dition in which we stand grows out of self-vanity, 
and assumes a degree of importance that I have no 
right [and indeed, no design] to pretend to. The 
remark which we published the other day, that the 
subject of manufactures was not mentioned by the 
president in his late message to congress, is con- 
strued into an attack upon him; and because I am 
so stupid that I cannot understand Mr. Crawford’s 
treasury reports, I know that I am put down as his 
enemy! But if I can only excite the people to 
thinking, I give them perfect liberty to think of me 
what they please,—trusting that my motives, 36 
known to myself, wili be properly appreciated by 
the enlightened and the just. And Iam also safe 
in this—those who think for themselves will allow the 
like privilege to others! It is not meant to be in 





sinuated that the present fearful state of apathy is: 


imputable to the existing administration. I presume 
that it has grown out of the powerful excitements 
caused by the late war, and the general depressia® 
of mind and business which has followed it. It may 
be called a re-action of parties and things- 
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But such has been our indifference, that the race 
of popularity seemed to belong to those persons 
who could devise the most efficient plans for dis- 
pursing the public money—for relieving the trea- 
sury of the burthen of keeping it. Now some ap- 
pear disposed to act with a portion of the same spi- 
rit, on the other side, to save it, when the treasury 
is in a state of beggary: but most are content to do 
the disreputable thing of borrowing money without 
looking to the means of its re-payment. The credit 
of government is good—money can be borrowed at 


five per cent. interest, and so we will borrow! This 


puts me mind of a mean young man, of fair pros. 
pects in life, who was accustomed to frequent a beer 
house. He never would drink any more than one 
pint at a time, if he had to pay for it himself, at the 
rate of 6} cents per pint—he could not afford it!— 
but a rival dealer in the article made a prociama- 
tion that he would sell it atfou. -ents—thither this 
youth resorted, and, because the beer was cheap, he 
then always drank a quart, and spent eight cents. 
One thing led to another, and the consequence 
was, that he became a vagabond and ended his life 
in a poor-house, after having drank up a handsome 
little fortune which was left him by his father. This 
is a true history—a reduction in the price of beer wus 
the direct cause of destroying that young man. Credit 
isa most ticklish thing. If sported with when it 
ought not to be used, it is nine chances out of ten 
that it will be denied when absolutely necessary: 
the ruin of thousands of farmers by the accursed 
banks, affords lamentable proof of this. Besides, if 
it be not based upon active resources, it naturally 
expires. There is little favor in it, except to the 
punctual, though some manage it so as to render 
themselves notable villains. But inattention and 
carelessness has reduced our country to a state in 
which we shall do a wrong to suffer one; because 
we have lost the energy to do the right: we shall 
either borrow large sums of money, without regard 
to their re-payment, (as the manner is in England), 
or jeopardize the efficiency of useful establishments 
and check necessary improvement, by nigid re- 
trenchments. We have acted, or shall act, by the 
“rules of contrary.”” We disbursed immense sums 
of money when the state of the nation did not re- 
quire it~and may withhold rightful expenditures 
when their amount would give life to the circula- 
tion of it, now so nearly at a stand. The smat- 
terer in political economy will see the whole scope 
of this remark, which is entitled to no small share 
of consideration. Last year we borrowed three 
millions, without making any specific provision for 
their re-payment*—we are now called upon to bor- 
row seven millions in the like manner; and it is nearly 
certain that we shall need an extra sum to be raised 
insome way, in 1822, by loans or taxes. The sinking 
fund, which was solemnly pledged for the payment 
of the interest and the redemption of the principal 
of the public debt, was last year taken for the cur- 
Tent common expenses, with a perfect understand- 
ing, however, of its being wrong to do so, and with 
an apparently fixed determination that the proce- 
dure should not be repeated unless on some great 
emergency.f But in the report of the secretary of 








“See the act--Register, Vol. XVIII. page 314. 

tIn his annual report of Dec. 10, 1819--see Vol. 
XVII, page 262--the secretary of the treasury thus 
respectfully speaks of the sinking fund: «Any ap- 
plication of that portion ef the sinking fund which, 
°n account of the price of the public stock, may re- 
Main unemployed in the hands of the commission- 
“rs of the sinking fund, to other branches of the 
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the treasury, as to the business of the present year 
I do not recollect that the state of the sinking fund 
is even hinted at—and its excess, be it what it niay, 
is swallowed up inthe current expenses without the 
least degree of ceremony! This is the frst report 
for twenty years, I venture to say, in which thaz fund 
was not most respectfully mentioned. Until now, 
it always formed a prominent part in the reports 
from the treasury. It would seem that this “sacred 
fund,” this pledge of the national faith, has passed 
to “the tomb of the Capulets.” Some old-fashioned 
members of congress may recollect that such a 
thing was, and, perchance, pronounce a funeral eu- 
logium upon it,—nay, even go so far as to appro- 
priate money to inscribe hic jacet on a stone to co- 
ver it. But here the matter must stop —it was mor- 
tal, and “dust to dust, ashes to ashes,” is the lot of 
all human things. A little while ago, Mr. Crawford 
told us of the mighty matters which our deceased 
friend was to accomplish—its surpluses, (said he), 
will not only be entirely adequate, but amply suffi- 
cient, to redeem the remainder, (i. e. the whole), of 
the public debt, at the several periods at which the 
different *tocks of which it is composed become 
redeemable.” Its strength was gloried in—it was 
the very Sampson of finance~-an Atlas, to support 
a world of credit. But «it hath departed the way 
of all flesh,” and its chief guardian, that was, the 
treasury department, has not honored its memory 
with a passing word. Well—well; what is past can- 
not be recalled, but let us look to the future. A 
fragment of the Louisiana debt, which ought to 
have been paid some time ago, remains unpaid. We 
are told, by the secretary, in his explanatory letter 
of the 19th ult.|| that its payment “has not been 
pressed; which has been the result of forbearance 
on the part of the holders of the stock, and of conf- 
dence in the faith of the nation,” [forbearance”’ 
and “confidence” excited for the paltry national 
sum of two millions!] and when it is to be paid,— 
whether this year or next, we do not at present 


‘understand—-but we must pay it, and the faith of 


the nation is pledged to certain redemptions of the 
public debt, as follows: 


In the year 1825 : 19 millions 
1826 : 23% do 
1827 ¢ 13 do 
1828 : 94 do &c, 


Without the probability of having one cent a-head 
in the treasury—nay, with the certainty of restrict- 
ed means, in consequence of payments to be made 
on account of interest on new loans; for, as to the 
loans themselves, they are shoved off ad infinitum. 
public service, if allowable under the provisions : 
the act making the appropriation, would only post- 
pone the period at which additional impositions 
would be required to meet the public expenditure. 
Such an application would also have the effect of 
ultimately retarding the redemption of the public 
debt.” 

And the committee of ways and means, after talk- 
ing reverentially of that fund—see Vol.XVIII, page 
142, observe--“Jn recommending the application of 
the surplus of the sinking fund {to the current expenses 
of the present year, your committee depreeate a recur: 
rence to alike resort in future years, if the same can, 
with any propriety, be avoided; and itis hoped 
that such retrenchments will be made in the public 
expenditures, as may render a recurrence to that 
fund unnecessary.” 

+See crouse renal of December 5, 1817, Vol. 
XII, page 243. 








{See present valume, page 364. 
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It is possible that our credit may endure so that we 
can borrow money to pay off the loans, as stipulat- 
ed—perhaps, hope that our country will remain so 
depressed, that, by some much-to-be-praised finan- 
cial economy, they may be settled by new debts 
at a reduced rate of interest!--and then we may 
be told boastingly, how much has been saved to 
the nation by such management. But, it may be, 
these things will not happen: there may be other 
uses for money than to invest it in stocks——the 
public credit may be shaken. The time lately was 
when six per cent. was not regarded as the value 
per annum of money; and it was in 1815—only six 
years ago, that government stocks were shaved at 
20 per cent. discount, and went off heavily at that 
rate, though paying 6 per cent. interest. History 
is philosophy teaching by example,” but personal 
feeling, above all things, should learn us discretion. 
A very few monied men can assess the price whith 
our stocks will bear, in times of war, when only pub- 
lic credit should be wanted. During the late war 
the smalltown of Boston, it may be fairly said, de- 
pressed the price not less than 10 per centum. In 
a:‘dition to the power then existing, which operated 
against the United States, and has absolutely cost 
the people millions of dollars by the way of bor- 
rowing money and making contracts at shaving 
rates, we have built up a sow/-/ess incorporation, 
which mag either aid the enemies of the United 
States, or support the government against the peo- 
ple: Imeanthe bank. When this tremendous insti- 
tution shall have recovered its capital and matured 
its mighty means, it can, and will, controul the mo- 
nied operations of the United States; not only to fix 
the “price of stocks and personal commodities, but 
affect the current value of every acre of land of.- 
fered for sale. 

If ever we ought to require public loans, except 
for short periods.and of atemporary nature, it must 
be in times of war, when commerce is deranged 
and our usual resources fail. There is no reasen 
to expect war with any power that can severely try 
us, except Great Britain—and though when or why 
that will take place, we know not; but both the 
British and ourselves calculate upon its happening. 
A large part of the stock of the bank is already in 
the hands of Englishmen—purchased by or pawn- 
ed to them; and greater quantities will pass over 
there as soon as the credit of the bank is re-estab- 
lished in the estimation of British capitalists. That 
government may be said to command, as well as to 
be deeply influenced by, her monied men—they 
are just as naturally devoted to their government 
asthe usurer is to his shop; and the actual control 
of the bank of the United States may be placed in 
the hands of lord Castlereagh in less than twelve 
months, after any period at which he pleas-s to 
possess it. It is true, that a foreign stockholder 
cannot vote for directors, nor any one beadirector 
except a citizen of the United States. But what 
of that? It is nothing—asrank Englishmen as ever 
lived, are, or have already been, in the direction{, 
and enough others may be found to serve as share- 
holders, who would glory in such a service to king 
George. Nay, nay—in case of a war with England, 
there are a plenty of naiive citizens who would 
generously lend a hand on. such an oecasion—to 
compel some future president to “abdicate,” as was 
infamously talked of, in respect, to Mr. Madison, 
the other day, as it were! He that remembers 
these things and will not profit by them, must 
believe that, by some miracie, the hearts of his 


on 


{ See Astley’s letter, vol. XVILI, page 387. 
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countrymen have been changed—that we are a re. 
generated people. It seems tome as plain as that 
i live and move, that the bank must needs be an 
ally of government against the people, or a ma. 
chine in the hands of foreigners or the factious, to 
operate against both. It is bardly in its n:.ture that 
it can be neutral; because its leading principle (as 
of all other such things, and of all purse-proud 
men), is to accumulate power, enjoy especial privi- 
lege, or gratify resentment. 

But to look towards a close of this article, which 
has reached an unreasonable length already, I must 
pass over many things that I wish to say, and has. 
ten to an application of my remarks. I am solemily 
anxious that the dorrowing system should be nipped 
in its bud—It seems to be an outrage on common 
sense to suppose, that the people of the United 
States cannot contribute revenue enough to sup- 
port their government in a time of peace:—if we. 
cannot, let it go, and we will make a new one that 
shall be less expensive!!! The borrowing system, 
(for ordinary purposes), is not only dang#rous to 
the hberties of a people, but palpably dishonest. 
Dangerous to liberty, in raising up.a powerful class 
of men whose feelings are opposed to republican 
simplieity, and whose interests are at war with pub- 
lic economy: palpably dishonest, in inveigling the 
nation into debt, and deceiving it with the sem- 
blance of a well administered government, because 
present pressure is notfelt. This may do Setter in 
countries wherein the people never will be called 
upon to pay any-thing more than the interest on 
such debts—but this does not square with our ideas 
of political morality: and while I live, publicly and 
privately, I must oppose the borrowing of money 
without some calculation about its repayment. The 
individual that did so, would be plainly called a 
rogue—but fashion has done much to reconcile us 
even to this, provided we are not the immediate 
victims! “We have fallen on evil times,”’—and 
the cry should be, “ro your TENTs, O [srazt!” 

Ihave spoken freely, but ina manner that, [ trust, 
should not give offence to any friend of truth—a 
republican of the revolutionary school. One of the 
earliest political essays from my pen which was 
made public, was against the principle of national 
loans, except of a temporary nature, because it ap- 
peared to me that the people ought always to /fee/, 
and by feeling to Know, what their government 
was doing. This was a fashionable doctrine with 
those among whom [I learnt to think; and would to 
Gop, that it may ever be sointhe UnitedStates! I 
mention the Deity, I hope, with reverence;-—and the 
wish of my soul is, that every freeman shall con- 
tribute his just part to the current expenses of go- 
vernment, and know what he contributes; for I hate 
the idea of cheating any one into a proceeding 
which he would disapprove of, if he felt its bear- 
ings. There isa saying, “he who is rebbed, not 
knowing what he has lost, is not robbed at all,”— 
but this does not meet the fact, in cases such as I 
allude to. The poor laborer, who buys one pound 
of sugar for ten cents, does not know that three 
cents of the amount is a tax upon him; yet he's 
wronged, because these ‘three cents would supply 
one of his children with bread for a whole day. 
The present mode of revenue is wrongly consti 
tuted—I may denounce it as iniquitous it is de- 





rived from consumption, and bears ten times harder 
on the poor man than it does on the rich one: the 
former must eat and drink and be protected from 
the inclemency of the seasons, as well as the latter; 
—and there is not so much difference between the 
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some suppose. If a wretch who has robbed the 
public, defrauded a bank, or brought his friends to 
poverty, buildsa palace or purchases an estate, and 
settles it upon his wife, or some forty-third cousin 
who is hired to be an accomplice in the rascality, 
—pleases to cover his floor, the place on which be 
walks “like a lord,’ with carpeting that costs as 
much as would subsist some family that he has ruin- 
ed fora twelve-month— it is not the villain, but his 
victims, who really pay the whole cost, including 
the tax—and so in respect to other articles used 
or consumed, Jt is Lanor that must pay for all these 
things. But the loans which I opposed about twenty 
two years ago, were supported by special means 
for their repayment. Certain taxes were pledged 
for the payment of the interest and redemption of 
the principal of them. What should I have said 
about these loans, if they had been contracted as we 
are now making them—when even the sinking fund 
is annihilated? The vigor of youthful feeling, chen 
excited by party zeal, would have given a fire to 
my thoughts, ready to consume the authors of such 
measures. But, fam no party-man now, and gene- 
rally “keep cool;” yet think that what was right, 
in principle, in 1798, must be right in 1821! Re- 
ferring to my own writings and to files of old papers 
containing the writings of others, I feel astounded 
at the clamor that was raised in 1798 and 1799, 
against the practice of loans, though the country 
was in a state of semi war, when I notice the mill- 
horse-patience with which we bear themat thistime. 

The public mind has been a little roused, or ra 
ther is rousing. We begin to think again—to re- 
cover our balance; and there will be a re-action. 
Good old grandmother, snugly seated in the chim- 
ney corner, raising her spectacles as if to give 
more force to her admonition, often repeats the 
household proverb, that «a stitch in time saves nine” 
—which as well applies to the greatest affairs of 
state as to a pair of breeches. ‘Timely repair al- 
ways prevents waste, and prudent retrenchment 
may arrest destruction. The efficiency of useful es- 
tablishments should no more be cast aside, than a 
man should throw away his old breeches before he 
has a new pair to put on—and leave himself naked, 
to be laughed at or insulted by every one that he 
meets. 

After this long essay, and having said so much 
about what I think is wrong, some will say that I 
ought to express my opinions of the right; and I 
shall very respectfully do so. 

1. Let us gatherup the “candles’ ends and cheese 
parings” of office—look well to the accounting 
offices, of all descriptions, make them settle up 
their own and other persons accounts—and com- 
pel all the public defaulters and debtors to come 
forward forthwith, and at least close up their seve- 
ral concerns. Exact real security of public offi- 
cers for the faithful performance of their respec- 
tive trusts. 

2. Discharge all useless persons—let there not 
be any officers without offices, and whenever it ap- 
pears that any one really does the business of his 
office by deputy, reduce his salary or emoluments 
at once, orturn him out. There is always danger 
to the public in these delegations of power to ma- 
nage the public concerns. Appoint no one to of- 
fice because of past services or present virtues, un- 
less he is personal/y competent to perform its du- 
ties. These are most expensive charities, and 
have cost us millions, in our general and local go- 
vernments. 

3. Lessen the diplomatic intercourse with foreign 
nations—~cyll home one half of the ministers and 
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agents and send out few more—and regulate the 
outfits. ‘The amount of the actual cost of these is 
not much, but they lead to other heavy public and 
private expenditures. 

4, Legislate distinctly, and especially in money 
matters, so that every one may receive what is 
right, and promptly, and no more. Have respect to 
Mr. Jefferson’s doctrine about specific appropria- 
tions, and arrange their disbursement so that we 
may not have to run through half a dozen offices to 
ascertain who is responsible for their mismanage- 
ment. Grant salaries sufficient to induce persons 
to be honest and to engage sufficient talents, but 
take care of allowances, which come in like the 
“thread, tape and buckram” of a taylor’s bill, 
and sometimes seem to amount to as much as the 
making of the garment. 

5. Go to the polls with the same deliberation 
that you goto church, with hearts devoted to good 
purposes, Give your suffrages to no manas your 
representative who solicits them at grog-shops 
and taverns, who descends to amuse you by singing 
songs or telling stories.| ‘The person that is mean 
enough for this, will surely seek his own interest 
at your cost. Reject those also who are fond of 
much speaking—who can make a speech at any 
time: one thinking man is worth a gang of them. 

6. If the “wheels of government” will not go 
on with these retrenchments and improvements, 
having refused to borrow money to meet current 
expenses, get up a fair and equitable system of taya- 
tion, which shall bear equally upon all classes ‘of 
the people, and as little as possible depend on fo- 
reign events. But to enable us to pay these taxes, 
let agriculture, manufactures and commerce be 
encouraged by every honest contrivance which 
can give profitable employment to domestic labor. 
“Then shall our barns be filled with plenty, and our 
presses burst forth with new wine.” 

With these prepositions, we conclude one branch 
of the remarks which was intended to be contained 
in our «New year’s desultory” discourse—distend- 
ed, indeed, to an enormous length, though much 
remains tobe said. All which is respectfully sub- 
mitted to our readers, with an intimation that 
there are several other matters about which we 
shall speak in the same frank and unreserved strain. 








National Finances. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 6. 
Report af the commitiee of ways and means, upen the 
subject of the revenue. 

The committee of ways and means, to whom were 
referred three resolutions of the 3d instant, requir- 
ing of the committee to enquire and report, “whe- 
ther, in their opinion, the permanent revenue 1s 
adequate to the expenses of the government;” 
‘whether any measures are necessary to increase 
the revenue, and, if so, to report those measures;” 
and «to enquire into the expediency of prohibit- 
ing, or imposing additional duties on the importa- 
tion of foreign spirits, and impesing an excise on 
domestic distilled spirits,” report— ; 

That they have had these important subjects un- 
der their consideration, and have obtained from the 
several departments all the information which the 
officers at their head could furnish; yet, such are 

{I could name a person (not of Maryland) who 
was elected to congress, that openly declared he 
did not want gentlemen to vote for him—*the half- 
pint men” were the only persons whose suffrages 








he was anxious to obtain. 
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the difficuities that present themselves, that they 
enter into the discussion and the statements neces- 
sary to elucidate the subject, with great diffidence. 
They may differ in opinion with gentlemen, for 
whose talents they have the highest respect, and 
in whose integrity they have unbounded confidence; 
the subject is one, however, on which the best 
friends may fairly differ in opinion. 

Is the permanent revenue adequate to the expenses 

of the government? 

The revenue is mainly bottomed on the duties 

arising on the importations of foreign goods; it is, 
thercfore, dependant on fortuitous circumstances, 
which cannot easily be foreseen, and which may 
tend to its increase or decrease; there are some, 
however, which can, in a degree, be appreciated. 
The tariff of 1816 was expected to operate a loss 
to the revenue, by giving what was considered, at 
the time, sufficient encouragement to the manufac. 
tures of the country. A variety of causes, arising 
out of excessive and ruinous importations, and the 
time required for diverting one channel of com- 
merce or supplies into another, has, until lately, 
prevented the effect from being materially felt. 
‘The operation of that tariff is now beginning to be 
known, aad the effect on the revenue is believed, 
to be considerable; its extent is, however, not 
completely developed. Its operation on a few of 
the principal articles may afford some idea of the 
increase of our manufactures, and the consequent 
decrease of .the revenue, resulting from the duties 
on the importation of such articles. 

The tariff of 1816, increased the duty on brown 
sugar about 20per cent. and gave a protecting duty 
to that article of three cents per pound. No ma- 
terial decrease has, as yet, resulted to the revenue 
therefrom, The tariff was enacted during the ex- 
istence of the excise on domestic distilled spirits, 
and an additional.duty was imposed for the protec- 
tion of the domestic article. The excise on import- 
ed spirits was repealed; the duty was continued; 
and the duty on foreign spirits exceeds, at this 
time, the whole value of the domestic, the average 
cuty.on the imported being 43 cents per gallon, 
when the value in the market of the domestic dees 
not exceed 33 centsthe gallon. This has tended, 
it is believec, to decrease the consumption of fo- 
reign spirits, and, of course, the amount of the re- 
venue. In 1818, the nett revenue from imported 
spirits, after deducting the debentures, amounted 
to 2,646,186 doHars, and in 1819, to 1,959,125 dol- 
lars. . | 

The tariff of 1816 raised the duties on cotton and 
woollen cloths from 124 per cent. the duty impos- 
ed prior to the late war, to 25 per cent. and it valu- 
ed all cotton. cloths under a cost of 25 cents the 
square yard,: (although some cost a8 low as six 
cents), as if- they had actually cost 25 cents, and 
charged the duty thereon accordingly. The result 
has been, that cotton goods, imported from India, 
under a cost of 25 cents the square yard, pay a duty 
exceeding 60 per cent. on the average cost of these 
heretofure tmported from that country, and above 
40 per cent. on the average cost of similar goods 
when imported from Europe. The operation has 
had a salutary éffect-on our infant manufactures of 
cotton; which begins to be understood by the manu. 
facturers, -The- importations from India of such 
cottons as are under a cost of 25 cents the square 
yard, have almost ceased, for consumption, and those 
trem Europe have decreased, it is believed, to-a 
eonsiderable extent. The coarse cottons of our 
domestic manufactures have entered, it is believed, 


to the wants of the people. The increase of our 
wollen manufactures. has afforded a considerable 
quantity of woollen cloths for consumption, but we 
have no information on which to form a decided 
opinion as to its extent. Other important articles 
of domestic manufactures are silently entering into 
competition with those heretofore imported from 
foreign nations. — 

_ Those circumstances, added to the distresses of 
the people, and to the price of our exports, being 
such as, ina great degree, ‘to affect the means of 
paying for imports, make it extremely difficult to 
form a correct estimate of the revenue which may 
arise hereafter from duties on imports, estimated 
on that which had been received in former years. 

With those views, which the committee have 
deemed it proper to submit, they proceed to answer 
the first resolution. 

They are of opinion, “that the revenue which wilt 
be received in the present year will be adequate to the 
expenses of the government;’? and, should no change 
take place, the revenue will, in their opinion, dur- 
ing the years 1822, 1823, and 1824, be not only 
equal tothe expenses of government, but afford 
such a surplus, applicable to the payment of the 
loan of the last year, and any that may be authoriz- 
ed for this year, as will, before the first day of Ja- 
nuary, 1825, fully repay the amount borrowed.— 
The house will remember, that, as the appropria- 
tion bills have not passed, the real or true expenses 
of government cannot be correctly stated. The 
committee are compelled, therefore, to bottom their 
statement on the estimated expenses, as submitted 
to congress, which will, it is confidently believed, 
be reduced at least one and a half million of dol« 
lars. 

‘It is now reduced to a certainty, that the actual 
receipts from the customs into the treasury, during 
the vear 1820, have been 15,005,328 dollars; which 
amount, it is humbly conceived, may be safely re- 
lied on as the receipts for the present year. The 
committee are of opinion, that the receipts of 1821, 
(from that source), will exceed that amount. They 
form that opinion from the following circumstances, 
to wit: The bonds for duties in the treasury amount- 
ed, on the first day of October, 1820, to nearly the 
same sum as those in the treasury, on the first of 
Mctober, 1819; that, from those of 1819, an extraor- 
dinary deduction was made by the more than com- 
mon amount of debentures issued on the re-ship- 
ment of goods during that year: that a similar 
amount of drawbacks, “it is believed, will not occur 
during the present year; and, of course, that the 
revenue from imports will be greater in 1821 than 
that of 1820, and in this opinion they are confirm- 
ed by the following view of the customs for the 
present year. 

Bonds in the treasury on the Ist of Ootober, 1820, 18,770,000 

From which must be deducted— 

Bonds irrecoverable, 

Bonds in suit, which may not be received 
during the present year, 750,000 
Bonds paid in 4th quarter of 1820, 2,626,815 
Debentures actually issued, prior to the ist 
Octuber, on those bonds, 1,163,000 


Debentures which may be issued on the same 


(estimated at) 637,000 


12,343,185 


1,250,000 


Estimated nett proceeds from those bonds, 

Add thereto the amount of the receipts into the trea- 
sury from bonds taken during the last quarter of the 
year 1820, and taken, or to be taken, during the two 
succeeding quarters of 1821, which, bottomed on the re- 
ceipts into the treasury for actual ree: jpts from bonds ta- 
ken during the fourth quarter in 1819, and the first and 
second quarters of 1820, are estimated to give, for the 
present year, the sum of 4,437,205 


—— 





into the, consumption of the nation, nearly equal 


~- 


116,780,380 
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The committee have submitted the preceding view of the cus 
coms for 1821, for the consideration of the house, but would not. 
Fe eae er ees pecan appearante of ear eommorer, 
lieve to be correct, present appeara J ’ 
becuming less unfavorable, warrants im the belief that the 
revenue from customs, for 1821, will mot be less than sixteen mil- 
lions of dollars. ‘Lhey, however, deem it more safe to assume the 

eceipts of the present, on that of the preceding year, and therefore 


r 

a ne stimated receipts for 1821. 
Customs received in the first, id, and 

third quarters of 1820, see secretary’s report 12,378,513 








Customs received in the fourth quarter, 2,626,815 a 
A statement from the treasury to your com- 
mittee, assumed as the receipt for 1521, 15,005,328 
Land, agreeably to the report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, 1,600,000 
Internal taxes, by same, 100,000 
350,000 


Bank divid by same . 
Post office —_ a cra dh receipts, may be 


estimated at 100,000 


‘Estimated expenditures. 
See treasury report of December 4, 1820. 


Civil, 1,769,850 
Civilizing Indians, 29,200 
Military department, 6,798,515 
Naval department 2,928,676 


Public debt, principal and interest, for 1821, 5,477,776 
i¢ debt, principal and interest, ’ 17,004917 


Excess of receipts over payments, Dols, 151,311 
The preceding statements shew that there will be am excess of 
yecespts over the expenditures, even if the whole amount, estimat- 
ed fur by the different departments, should be granted and expend- 
ed. But it is known that the amount is estimated on the Presump- 
tion that all the expenditures authorized by law will be required. 
‘This, however, in time of profound peace, has seldom been the case. 
The reform in the army, and reduction fron the estimates of the 
several ments, will amount at least to one and a haif mil- 
fion of dollars, and thus confirm the opinion ex by the com- 
mittee, ‘*that the revenue for 1821 will be fully adequate to the 
expenses of government for that year.” 3 
The committee submit their views for the suceeeding years of 
182%, 1826, and 1824, to prove the opinion, that the revenue will 
be fully equal to the payment of the expenses of government 
duriug those years. In addition to the statement given of the re- 
ccipts from customs for the year 1821, and with the view of 
further elucidating the subject, they submit the following state- 
ments of the receipts derived from the customs, land, &c. for the 
years 1817, 1818, 1819, and 1820; three of those years are known 
to be the minimum years, the fourth mot uncommonly produc- 








tive. 

1817. The customs produced nett Dols. 17,524,778 

1818, do do 21,828,431 

1819, do do 17,116,702 

1820, do do 15,005,328 
. Dols. 71,475,239 


71,475,239 dolls. averaged on 4 years, gives for1 year, 17,868,809 

Although your committee think it probable that the average 
receipts from the customs, during those four years, will be real- 
ized for the years 1822, 23, and 24, yet, under the uncertainty aris- 
mg from the view already given, they consider it more safe to as- 
sume aless amount, and therefore submit the following statement 
of receipts and expenditures, as one which they have full confi- 
dence may be reijed upon for 1822, 23, end 24. 


Receipts. 
Customs, Dols. 17,000,090 
Land, (per report of secretary) 2,500,000 
Bank dividends 420,000 
Postage and incidental 2.00 ,000 


———— 20,120,000 





Expenditures for those years. 
Civil, miscellaneous, and diplomatic, Dols. 1,750,000 
Civilizing Indians, 29,000 
———— 1,779,000 
Military department, to wit: 


Arming militia 200,000 
Indian annuities 152,000 
Revolutionary pensions 1,200,000 
Invalid per:sions 300,000 
Fortifications 400,000 
Indian department 170,000 
National armories 360,000 
Cannon, shot, and shells 50,000 
Arsenals 30,000 


_Army proper (including the ordnance ser- 
yice, and the military academy at West Point) 
estimated, agreeably to the bill which has 
Passed the house, at its utmost amount, to 
sost 2,0€0,000 
—-—— 462,000 
Naval, including 500,000 dolls. per annum, for the 
fradual inerease of the navy, amounting, agreeably to 
the estimate for 1821, to 
Publie debt, (see report) 


2,928,676 


a re ee 


Leaving \a surplus of 5,673,324 dolls. annum, from which 
will be deducted the interest.on any loan that may be authorized 
during the present year. ; 

The preeeding view will shew, that the committee, in answer 
to the second q to wit: “Whether any measures are ne- 
cessary to increase the  eypeccnanrgh tomas that the revenue. 
is amply adequate to the expenses of government, and, of 
course, that no measure for its incréase is necessary. 


To the third resolution, to wit: “Is it expedient to prohibit or — 
impose additional duties on the importation ign spirits. and 


to 1m an excise on domestic spirits?” the committee answer, 
that the revenue from imported spirits ainounted, in 1818, to 2,646,- 
186 dollars; in the year 1819, te the sum of 1,959,125 dollars; and, 
it is believed, that that of the year 1520 will not amount to the 
sum received in 1819. But the committee are of opinion, that 
the imposition of an excise, at this time of extreme distress, would 
be unwise, and is not demanded by the condition of the treasury, 
and that, if imposed, it would be difficult to collect; and if collect- 
€ , it would, in some parts.of the union, be in paper little availa- 
ble to the treasury. They, therefore, snbmit their opinion against 
any immediate imposition of an excise on domestic spirits. or of 
any new duty on, er prohibition of, the importation of foreign 
Spirits. 
_ The committee have thus far eonfined themselves to the answer- 
ing of the three resolutions referred to them; they have, however, 
deemed it not improper, whilst on the subject, to submit their 
views of the financial state of the treasury. 

The demands on the treasury necessary to complete the pay- 
ments for the year 1820, are, 

For civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous dols. ®55,905 00 

Public debt 

Mississippi stock 

Navy department (report of 21st Dec.) 

War department, agreeably to a letter 
from the secretary, dated 31st Jan. to the 
committee of ways and means 

From which must be deducted, azreea- 
bly te the same letter, the amount of mo- 
ney in the hands of the treasurer, as 
agent for that department, on the Ist Jan. 
the sum of 


571,827 57 


692,285 75 


251,565 30 
teams 440,720 45 








5,055,366 17 
From which is to be deducted—amount 
of money in the treasury on the Ist day of 
January 1,076,271 18 
Less the notes of insolvent banks, which 
will not be available during the present 
year 600,000 
Leaving, of available funds, in the treasury en the 


Ist January 476,271 18 





Ralance against the treasury, on the first day of the 
present year dols. 4,579,094 99 
The committee believe the above statement to be accurate, and 
that the balance against the treasury on the first day of the present 
year amounted to the sum of 4,579,094 99; that balance will, it 
is believed by your committee, be reduced by retrenchment jn 
expenditures, as already stated, to an amount not less than one 


anda half million, which will reduee the actual deficit to be pro- | 


vided for, to the sum of" 3,079,094 99; say three millions sevency- 
nine thousand and nintety-four dollars and ninety-nine cents.— 
But, if the estimate of the seeretary of the treasury should prove 
correct, to wit: 
That the customs in 1821 will prodace only fourteen millions, 
then the two years will shew the following result: 
Deficit, as above, on the Ist January ' dols. 4,579,094 99 
Excess of ex over receiptsin the year 1821, es- 
inated on the demands made by the several depart- 


ments, conformably with the existing laws 854,017 00 





5,433,111 99 
From which deduct amount of expected retrench- 
ment 1,500,000 





dols. 3933,111 99 


The item of 854,017 will be found in the difference of 1,005,328 
between the secretary’s estimates of the receipts from customs in 
the year 1821, and that of your Committee: from which must be 
deducted the excess of receipts over expenditures of 151,311, in 
the view they have taken above of the receipts and expenditures 
of 1821, which will leave the item of 854,017. 

In this last view, bottomed on the estimate of the secretary of 
the treasury, for the receipts in the present year, there appears ito 
be an actual deficit in the twe years of 1820 and 1321, of 5,433,- 
111 99, from which the committee believe that there may be de- 
ducted for retrenchment 1,500,000, which will leave the sum of 
3,933,111 99 to be provided for. . 

The committee have deemed it proper to give to the house those 
two views of the subject. If the estimates of the secretary, of 
14,000,000 from the customs, should prove correct, the amount to 
be provided for will be, as already shewn dols. 3,933,111 99 

If that of your committee should appear to the bans¢ 
as one to be relied upon, then the amount to be pro- 
vided fur will be 3,079,094 99 





5,4 77,000 jthe opportunity. 


The committee ask leave to observe, that a more accurate view 
of the actual amount to be provided for will be taken by your 
committee, if the appropriation bills shall pass in time to afford 


The house have been correctly informed by the secretary of 


Dols: 15,046,676 | the treasury, that it requires timetg treusfer the money received 


2,076,913. 15 . 
1,110,000 00 
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wh the western states and in Louisiana, to the treasury, for which 
the secretary asks the aid of 600,C00 dollars; that difficulty will,in 
the opinion of your committee, be surmounted by the amount of 
appropriations which will remain unclaimed at the expiration of 
the present year. The unclaimed demands of appropriations at 
the expiration of each year have, en an average of years, amount- 
ed to about three millions of dollars; but, as the appropriations 
for the present year will be of a kind that will be called for to a 
gree proportionate amount than those of former years, it would 
unsafe to calculate on a larger amount than that which would 
afford the time necessary to draw thefunds from the states men- 
tioned; but, to that amount, say 600,000 dollars, and to meet un- 
foreseen demands on the treasury, the committee are of opinion, 
that the appropriations aps prose at the end of the present year 
will be amply adequate, and, therefore, they do not recommend 
an y. provision therefor. 
he house will duly appreciate the difficulties under which 
the committee have acted, and will pardon unintentional errors, if 
any. The committee will only add, that they have used every 
exertion in their power to arrive at a correct view of the impor- 
tant subjects submitted to their consideration. All which they re- 
spectfully submit.) 





> 





Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c. 

Six columns of a London paper are filled with an 
account of the things that happened wher the 
queen paid a visit to St, Paul’s, as an act of devo- 
tion for her deliverance from her enemies. She 
proceeded to the church in a close carriage, but 
returned from it with her full person exposed to 
the eager gaze 2f the people. So grand a sight 
as the processions in going and returning, were 
hardly ever before witnessed in London, with re- 
gard to the multitudes engaged therein or as spec- 
tators. The very house tops and steeples were 
filled with people—tens of thousands of men, as 
well asthe women, being decorated with white rib- 
bands, as emblematic of herinnocence. She was 
escorted by about 4000 men on horseback, and an 
immense quantity of the people on foot and in car- 
riages; many of the trades and associations bearing 
banners, &c. ‘We should suppose from the account 
given that rot less than ha/f a million of persons 
were lookers-on or actors on this accasion! The 
streets were often completely blocked up with liv- 
ing masses. The cathedral was filled almost to 


suffoc*tion in some of its parts, though every pos-| 


sible measure was taken to keep out the crowd. 
The lord mayor of London, in state, with the en- 
tire corporation of that city, were present. Within 
doors she was received by sixty ladies, all dressed 
in white, and conducted to her seat. ‘The service 
performed had nothing remarkable in it, and the 
attention of the priests was evidently paid with 
reluctance. The whole affair went off without any 
disturbance, except that a knowledge that she was 
to make this visit lowered the price of stocks a 
quarter per cent. The ladiesin the windows were 
dressed in their most splendid appare}, and waved 
their white handkerchiefs as she passed, with ex- 
clamations of “Heaven preserve her!” &c. Her 
name was not used im the Liturgy. 

During the queen’s passage to St. Paul’s, the 
crowd in the streets was generally so great, that it 
seemed impossible that the carriages should get 
along. To remedy this, the people linked arms, 
and thus formed a barrier to protect her. 

The queen’s chamberlain, the hon. K. Craven, 
has at length got a reply from lord Liverpool, as 
to a suitable residence and establishment for his 
mistress; his lordship had not yet received his ma- 
jesty’s instructions on the subject: to this Mr. Cra- 
ven has replied in very strong terms—reprebating 
the proceedings which have been had against the 
queen in the most decisive manner, and demanding 
an acknowledgment of her rights, &c. 

The English people, in many places, have re- 


ey 
: 


queen, most indignantly. The celebration of he¥ 
acquittal at Liverpool is said to have been one of 
the grandest pageants ever exhibited. 

_It is stated that certain voluntary gifts of money 
to the queen for the purpose of building a palace 
have been returned, with an intimation that she will 
not remain in the country. 

The people are deserting the churches in great 
numbers, because the queen is not prayed for. 

Addresses tothe king, praying for a change of 
his ministers, are getting up in many parts of Eng- 
land. One of them, as a specimen, shall be pre- 
served, They are in very plain language. 

While some of the papers speculate much about 
anew ministry, others totally deny that any change | 
is contemplated. 

The following analysis has been made of the di- 
vision in the house of lords upon the third reading 
of the bill of pains and penalties. Of the 207 peers 
who voted on the question, 124. have inherited 
their seats, while the remaining 83 have obtained 
them by creation or promotion, by election or ap- 
pointment. Of the former, 45 voted for the bill, 
79 against it. Of the latter, 63 voted for the bill, 
20 against it. if 

The following is the conclusion of a paper which 
is said to have been widely circulated in England 
by the friends of the queen: 

“The neaxTa, the atTrar and the rxronz! 

“These must we respect, and these must we defend, 
as long as the right hand knows its cunning. 

‘INDEMNITY for the past, and secuairy for the 
future:— These are-what the people of England 
expect from the ministers, and these are what the 
people of England have resolved to obtain: 

“I. The restoration of her majesty’s name to the 
Liturgy of the church. 

«i. A royal house:—Hampton court, Kew, Buck- 
ingham house, or Kensington palace. 

“Hl. A free exercise of tre rights, privileges 
and immunities to which her majesty is entitled by 
custom, courtesy and the laws of the land. 

“These obtained, then let there be peace and 
good will throughout the country; let there be a 
grand national amnesty and jubilee; and let the 
rich and poor alike partake in the general joy.” 

There have been some heavy defaulters on the 
stock exchange. The woolen manufactures in 
Yorkshire, &c. were much improved, and the wages 
of workmen had advanced. 

A savings bank for fuel is established in one of 
the townsin England, which is said to answer an 
excellent purpose. By paying a trifle weekly in 
summer, the fuel is purchased by trusices, at the 
lowest price, and it is furnished in winter at the 
same price, to the amount of the money paid. 

The prorogation of parliament, and the manner 
of it, has excited great indignation in England. It 
has disgraced the nation, that’s certain. 

A new trial has been refused to sir Francis Bur- 
dett; but major Cartwright, Wooler, and others 
had obtained a rule to shew cause why a new bail 
should not be granted in their case. 

There are now thirty steam vessels plying on 
the Clyde; the smallest is 28 tons burthen, the 
largest 240; the aggregate tonnage is 2500. Their 
draught of water from 8 to 84 feet, and from 12 to 
72 horse power. 

Insolvent debtors’ court, November 20. _ 
“he following case occupied almost the whole of 
the day:— ' 

Joseph Carrick, a citizen of the United States of 





ceived the lords and bishons who voted against the| heard on his petition to be discharged. His dts- 


America, [say of Raltimorej, was brought up to be 
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charge was opposed by Mr. Heath, on the part of 
George Law, another citizen of the United States, 
to whom the insolvent was indebted, and who fol- 
lowed him to this country, and had him arrested 
soon after his arrival in May last. The insolvent 
underwent an examination of upwards of three 
hours by Mr. Heath, the object of which was to 
shew that he had property of various kinds in Ame- 
rica, which he had not put into the schedule. It 
appeared, from the examination, that the insolvent 
had been an extensive speculator in both lands and 
shipping, and that he had in some way, either as a 
principal or agent, been largely concerned in a 
species of privateering, which it appears had been 
carried on in a manner that was characterized by 
the court as the most illegal piracy that had ever 
existed; forit was admitted by the insolvent, that 
the vesseis engaged in it, after having made cap- 
tures under the flag of the power in whose territo- 
ries ohe of the partners was resident, would, when 
it appeared to be the more profitable speculation, 
change their names and commanders, and as the 
property of the subjects of another government, 
capture the vessels belonging to the state by which 
they had been lately protected; and one great ob- 
ject of the insolvent’s examination was to show, 
that he was a principal in those proceedings, and 
that he was now possessed, or had a claim on part 
of the capital by which they had been carried on. 
The insolvent admitted that he had been tried 
and found guilty in America for being concerned in 
those transactions, but insisted that he only was 
employed as an agent, and that 10,000 dollars he 
had advanced to commodore Taylor for the pur- 
chase of vessels, was given asa loan merely. The 
insolvent also stated, that about two years and a 
half ago, he purchased an estate of about three 
@housand two hundred acres of land, which be- 
ing then solvent and in prosperous.circumstances, 
he settled on his wife, which settlement it was 
stated, stands good by the laws of America, al- 
though made without trustees. It also appeared 
by the examination, that the insolvent had other 
lands in the Illinois territory, which he had dis- 
posed of about the time of his stopping payment; 
but he stated that he had applied the whole pro- 
ceeds to the payment of his debts, and there being 
no evidence of any concealment of property, the 
court ordered that he should return the property 
he had settled on his wife in the Illinois territory, 
in his schedule, to be recovered for the benefit of 
his creditors (if possible;) anc that he should be 
discharged. 
FRANCE, 
Anattempt hasbeen made to blow up duke Dacres, 
after he had retired to bed. Powder was placed 
under his mattrass and fired with atrain! It explod- 
ed, and he was considerably hurt, but not danger. 
ously. It is given out as the act of his valet, whose 
object was plunder: and who, it is said, on the ex- 
plosion taking place, cried out that he was lost, 
and jumped out of a window into the street, forty 
feet high, by which he was killed. The tale does 
not tell well. 
‘The celebrated Bergami has arrived at Paris— 
and the papers of that city assert that the queen of 
England has purchased an estate in France. 
_ We have heard of French vessels evading the 
late extra tonnage duty by stopping in the ports of 
Florida, and from thence obtaining their cargoes of 
cotton, &c. from the United States in American 
craft: a similar plan seems to be pursued by some 
of our vessels in regard to the French duty: they 


Marseilles in French vessels, and then proceed 


there in dal/ast, (which exempts them from the. new 
duty), and take in their return cargoes. But it is 


hoped these matters will be adjusted on the arrival 


of M. de Neuville, who is daily expected in the 
United States. 


A London papersays—The pensions, &c.in Louis 


XVIth’s red book, were beyond ours, extravagant 


and iniquitous, During the short administration of 
M. Calonne, the brothers of the king, (independent 
of their immense revenues), received out of the 
public treasury 2,000,000/.; upwards of one million 
pounds fell to the share of the present Louis XVII. 
Calonne had also undertaken to liquidate his debts, 
amounting to $1,000,000/. ‘There were others 
equally extravagant, viz. 600,000/. to an indiyidual 
for important services—which were, that of being 
maitre d’hotel to his own wife, madame de Polignac! 
A suspicion has been widely spread through 
France, that the duchess of Berri was not delivered 
of a son—but that the child of some other person 
was substituted to make a king of! This is hardly 
possible, 

SPAIN. 
Though there are some suspicions of the sinceri- 
ty of the king, he has lately addressed the cortes 
hke the first magistrate of afree people, except the 
parts wherein, from the nature of the government, 
he speaks of the throne, &c. The address of the 
cortes, expressive of their wish for his presence in 
the capital, is very. energetic. The cortes have 
closed their session; but a part of the members are 
to remain in the capital to act on an emergency. 
Much is said of a “plot of Morales,” which is sup- 
posed fo have extensive ramifications—but we do 
not exactly understand the object. It only certainly 
appears that there are some disquietudes in Spain, 
and that some violent measures are apprehended. 
The appointment of general Carvojal, as governor 
of Madrid and Castile, by the king, displeased the 
people, and he was removed. 
The new tariff is published—it prohibits the im- 
port of bread stuffs and meats, generally—articles 
of wool,. silk, hemp, hats, paper, &c. and all the 
heavy manufactures of iron. 
The cortes have approved the foreign loan of 
ten millions of dollars, with Baring & Co. of Lon. 
don. ‘The terms are not published, but they are 
said to be “erinding.” 
Tobacco is to be admitted into Spain on the pay- 
ment of a duty of two reals vellon (10 cents) per 
ib. Salt, another of the king’s perquisites, is to be 
free after the Ist of March. The cortes seem de- 
termined to do away monopolies. 

the king of Spain has sanctioned the decrees 
relative to the liberty of the press. 

Opinion of tythes. The following is an extract 
from the report of the proceedings of the Spanish 
cortes, on the 16th October: 

«‘Morena Guerra, as a member of the united com- 
mittees for the extinction of tythes, said: Among 


submitted to the committee, as well against as in 
favor of tythes, there was not one in which the 
writer had the boldness to afairm, that tythes were 
of divine right. It had been fully shewn to the cortes, 
by one of his colleagues, Seignor Gisbert, that the 
authority of the church was solely spiritual, and as 
to exterior discipline, depended absolutely upon 
the civil power—a doctrine which was the true and 
now the prevalent one throughout Europe. Among 
the various plans for the support of the clergy, ex- 
amined in the committee, the simplest and best 





put in at Nice or Villa Franca, send their cargoes to 





} was, that of the choice in cach parish, of twelve 


the numberless representations which had been. 
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- ]@ Jerly and respectable men, who, in concert with } 


the curate, should assess, by equitable principles, 
upon the parishioners, what was required for all 
ecclesiastical purposes. Thus the decency of di- 
vine worship would be preserved—the people 
would have their spiritual aliment, and only so ma- 
ny pastors as they required and could pay—the. 
clergy would enjoy their subsistence and their in: 
clependence, without recourse or subservience to 
thetreasury. In fine, whatever scheme should be 


preferred, the committee would report with the | ( 


Jeast possible delay, since tythes being already 
abolished in point of fact, it was time they should 
be so in point of right.” 

Budget of Spain. The budget for the present 
year, as agreed to in the cortes, is as follows: 





Expenditures 702,802,304 reals vel. 
Revenue 550,374,271 
Neficit, 152,408,033 


The deficiency is supplied by a loan of 200 mil- 
lions of reals. 

PORTUGAL. 

Though there are some factions and discontents 
in Portugal, the progress of revolutionary princi- 
ples appears to be steady, and to promise a happy 
termination. Reports prevail on thecontinent, that 
England will interfere to restore the old state of 
things—but this is not probable. It seems that a 
design existed to drive out six of the provisional 
junta by military force, but they retained their sta- 
tions. 

It isa singular fact, as mentioned in the Madrid 
papers, that not a single victim was found in the 
prisons of the inquisition at Lisbon. 

; ITALY. 

It is reported that the Austrian army in Italy is 
to receive an augmentation of 80,000 men—to con- 
quer the revolutionary spirit. Even in the papal 
territories, a constitution is talked of. The pope, 
himself, is reported to have submitted the matter 
to a conclave of cardinals—but a majority of three 
was opposed to it. 

TWO SICILIES. 

There was a late review at Naples, of 18,000 men, 
superbly mounted, and in the highest state of dis- 
cipline. There appears to be a glorious determi- 
nation in the people to manage their own affairs, 
and resist foreign interference. A large force was 
about to march for the frontier, towards the Roman 
states, to meet the Austrians, if they should come 
on. 
The king has published a manifesto, in which he 
denounces the emperor of Austria as an enemy to 
the rights of mankind. It is an able state paper, 
and shall be preserved. 

RUSSTA. 

Fhe late dissenticns,as mentioned to have hap- 
pened in Russia, are said to have been confined to 
one regiment of guards, composed of men of no- 
ble birth. With some address, they were subdued 
and sent prisoners to Cronstadt. The penalty for 
mutiny, by the Russian code, is decimation. 

PRUSSIA. 

The magnanimous king of Prussia has declared 
that he will not acknowledge the revolutionary 

vernment of Portugal. Having told positive 


falsehoods to his own people about granting them 
a constitution, it is consistent that this creature 
should hate constitutional governments. 
ST. HELENA, &C. 
On the 19th of September, a London paper in- 
forms us, that Napoleon ‘rode out nine miles from 





His residence! 


A vessel has been boarded by a boat from the 
post on the island of Ascension. It is stated that a 
spring has been discovered there, but that every 
effort to raise any sort of plants had failed. 

PHILLIPPINE ISLANDS. 

A gentleman whe resided at Manilla for many 
years, has lately given some account of these islands, 
and especially of the chief of the group, Luconia. 
He estimates the native Spaniards, exclusive of the 
military, at 2,000, and the military officers and mea 
‘natives of Spain), at 2,500. The whole military 
force is about 7,500—5,000 being natives of the 
islands or of South America. 

In Luconia, the casts bearing a mixture of Spa- 
nish blood, amount to 200,000; the Singlays, or 
Chinese descendants, are upwards of 20,000; the 
Indians 340,000 —and a total population of 600,000. 
The city of Manilla contains only 8,000 souls, but 
its suburbs has a population of 90,000. In the in- 
terior of this island there is to be found a woolly 
headed pigmy race of black people, thought by 
some to be descended from the original stock, whe 
inhabit the mountains, and are very expert in the 
use of the bow. No kindness can reconcile these 
to a separation from their tribe. If brought into 
the citiesand towns, they constantly meditate an 
escape, and if detained long, always pine away 
and die. 

These islands are capable of producing sugar, 
cotton, indigo and spices of the best qualities, and 
inthe hands of an enterprizing and industrious peo- 
ple would become exceedingly important: but eve- 
ry thing is managed in,the most wretched manner, 
and monopolized. Yet their government costs 
Spain about two milligns of dollars a year, of which 
she receives in taxes and duties only one million. 

Nine months in the year are considered healthy 
—the other three generally sickly, with dreadful 
gales of wind and sometimes atyphon, or hurricane, 
of peculiar violence. Earthquakes are also fre- 
quent—seven shocks being felt in one month 
named. But no damages from them are stated. 

HAYTI. 

We have a report that certain of the blacks con- 
spired at Cape Haytien, (late Henry, fermerly Fran- 
cois) to extirpate all the white people, on Christ- 
mas day. On the first alarm, the latter fled to the 
ships; but it appears that order and confidence 
were soon restored, and that business went on as 
theretofore. 

The revolution in favor of liberty in that part of 
Hayti, lately under the control of Christophe, is 
said to be producing the most happy effects. Let- 
ters thence, speak of the freedom which is enjoyed, 
and of the republican justice whichis practised. Pre- 
sident Boyer, we understand, has already restored 
certain property unjustly held by the king; and en- 
couragement is given that more extensive restora- 
tions may take place. 

It is said that king Henry’s crown, which was 
made in Philadelphia and cost him 70,000 dollars, 
was stolen by one of his late subjects, and sold to 
the master of an American vessel for twelve dol- 
lars. Alas! poor royalty. 

MEXICO. 

Accounts from Vera Cruz, announce the opening 
of that port, by a decree of the cortes, to the com- 
merce of all nations, and free for all articles except 
cotton goods, which, it is also expected, will be ad- 
mitted hereafter. 

The Orleans Gazette, details the particulars of 
an arrival at the Sabine of four men taken about 
fourteen months previous, by the detachment un- 
der the command of Enathio Peus. They state 
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that all the Americans taken at that time are now 
atliberty. The rest, about twenty in number, to- 
gether with a number of other Americans, some of 
whom were taken in the former expedition, and 
gome with Mina, were waiting for a guard to come 
in with, and would probably reach the United 
States in a few weeks. All of Mina’s officers above 
the rank of captain, were put to death, and Mina 
was killed onthe field. ‘They suffered every hard- 
ship; were hand cuffed two and two, a rope ex- 
tended between them, and fastened to a mule’s 
tail, and in that manner drove 700 miles, with short 
allowance of provisions, &c. They had been im- 
prisoned until the Sth August last, at Mount Te 
Ray. The constitution of the cortes had partially 
been adopted. Persons were now permitted to 
pass and repass without passpoits. 


CANADA. 

In the year 1820—585 vessels, of 147,754 tons, 
6,767 men, entered the port of Quebec, bringing 
various sorts of goods, valued at 1,165,998 pounds 
currency. 

In the same year, 596 vessels, of 149,661 tons, 
navigated by 6,746 men, cleared from the same 
port, in which were exported articles valued at 
796,521 pounds currency, exclusive of furs and 
peltries, not valued. 

The timber and articles of wood of all descrip- 

_ tions exported, including seven new ships, was 
valued at 416,829/.; the ashes at 174,339; the bread 
stuffs at 155,550; meats, butter, cheese, &c. at 
21,589; fish and oil at 21,570, &c. 

‘The goods imported or exported at Gaspe and 
New-Carlisle, are not included in the preceding 
estimates The imports are about 300,000/. less 
than in 1819; but the exports nearly the same as 
in that year. 

During the same year, 22 vessels, of 1,777 tons 
entered at Gaspe, and 33 vessels, of 3,982 tons, at 
New-Cariisle. 


SOUTH AMERICA, 

The fleet under the command of lord Cochrane, 
acting against Peru, consisted_of eight armed ves- 
sels carrying 236 guns, and manned by 1,538 men. 
The transports were 14, carrying 5,600 troops, un- 
der gen. San Martin. 


By way of Jamaica we learn, that Lima has been 
captured by the forces under San Martin and Coch- | 
rane—four of the ships of the squadron were sunk; 
that Panama has declared for the patriots, and that 
Quito has shaken off the power of Spain. Particu- 
lars not stated. The intelligence was received 
across the isthmus. 


A trade has been opened between Santa Fe and 
Jamaica——_the specie which is received in exchange 
for goods, is new dollars stamped with the name of 
Bolivar. 


We have often spoken of the little dependence 
that was to be placed on accounts from Venezuela. 
Indeed, to such a pitch has falsehood been perfect- 
ed, that we frequently pass ovey apparently import- 
ant things without notice. It seemed, a little while 
since, quite certain that St. Fe de Bogota, the ca- 
pital of New Grenada, was possessed by the royal- 
ists, at a certain date; accounts direct from the 


place, eighteen days later, make it out that engl 


city then was and for a long time had been pos. | 
sessed by the patriots. It also seems positive that 
they are in possession of Santa Martha. 


Morillo is said to have realized a fertune of two 


millions of dollars, during his command in Vene- 


zuela! 


CONGRESS. 


SENATE, | 

February 2. __Nearly the whole of this day was” 
spent on the bill for the relief of purchasers of the 
public lands, We have not room to detail the va- 
rious propositions and their fate. At last, the bill 
was reported to the senate as amended, and all the 
amendments agreed to, without objection, except 
that one which fixes the discount to be allowed for 
prompt payment at thirty-seven and a half per cent. 

This amendment, Mr.Lewrie moved to substitute: 
with the deduction of twenty five per cent. 

This motion was negatived by yeas and nays, .as 
follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Chandler, Dickerson, Horsé¢y, Hunter 
N. York, Lanman, Lowrie, Macon, Mills, Moret Otis, Painien 4 “4 
rott, Pleasants, Roberts, Sanford} Smith, Tichenor, Van Dyke—20. 
NAYS.--Messrs, Brown, Eaton, Edwards, Ellivtt, Gaillard: 
Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Johnson, of Ken. Johnson, of 
Lou. King, of Alab. Lloyd, Noble, Ruggles, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor 
Thomas, ‘Trimble, Walker, of Alab. Walker, of Geo. Williams, of 
US.—"21e 


After which it was referred to the land commit. 
tee, with aview of revising the phraseology. 

Mr. Williams, of Ten. from the military commit- 
“ee: bs wages bill as a substitute for that received 
rom the other house, fixing the milita 
establishment. r pt sey 

{This bill, says the National Intelligencer, pro- 
poses that the army hereafter be composed of foui 
regiments of artillery, and seven regiments of in- 
fantry. Each regiment of artillery to consist of 
nine companies, one of which to be designated and 
equipped as light artillery: and a supernumerary 
captain to each regiment to perform ordnance du- 
ty. Each regiment of infantry to comprise ten 
companies. The corps of engineers, (bombardiers 
excepted), and the topographical engineers and 
their assistants, to be retained in service as at pre- 
sent organized. The ordnance department to be 
merged in the artillery, and the number of men 
enlisted in that department to be reduced to fifty 
six. The staff to consist of oe major general, two 
brigadiers, one adjutant-general, and two inspec- 
tors, to rank, &c. as colonels of cavalry; ene quar- 
termaster-general, two quartermasters, and ten as-- 
sistants; one, commissary-general of subsistence,,. 
with assistants from the line; one judge advocate; 
one paymaster-general; one commissary of pur- 
chases; one surgeon-general. These are the lead- 
ing features of the bill. There are others, calculat- 
ed, we should suppose, from the little we know of 
these matters, to give a decided preference to this 
bill over that which has passed the house of re- 
presentatives, particularly as it involves very Jittle 
larger expenditure. ] 


February 5. The senate took up the report of 
the select committee, appointed on the subject, 
adverse tothe propriety of, at this time, making any 
reduction in the compensation of the members of 
congress, or officers of the executive departments. 

Mr. Roberis moved to amend the report by strik- 
ing out the resolution of the committee, and insert- 
ing the following matter as a substitute: 

“ Resolved, That hereafter the compensation of the members of 
the senate and house of representatives, and the delegates from 
territories, ought to be ——~ dollars for every day they shall re- 
spectively attend on their duties, and —— dollars for every twen- 
ty miles they may necessarily travel, respectively, in going to, and 
returning from apy session of congress; and that the compensation 
of the president pro tempore of the senate, and the speaker of the 
house of representatives, ought to be —— dollars for each and ex - 
ery day they may perform the duties of their respective offices, 

“Resolved, That, from and after the thirty-first day of March 
next, the salaries of the Secretaries of the Departments of State, 
of the Treasury, of War, and of the Navy; the Attorney General 
of the United States; the Register; the first and second Comptro!l- 





ers; the first, secand, third, fourth, and fifth Auditors of the Trea- 
sury; the Commissioner of the General hand Office; the Board of 
Commissioners for the Navy; the Postmaster Genera); the Assist- 


























u 
if 
t 
at 
i} } 
® 
j 


* 
f 
"i 
itd 


i tae. nl 





ee ee — 


SS —Eaee 


oon 
——— 
RE OS 
pee P , - 
: : 








898 


EE ee ee te ee 





NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 10, 1821---CONGRESS, 





~_< 








ant Postmasters General; and.the salaries of all clerks employed 
in the several executive departments of the government, includ- 
ing those in the General Post Office, which amount annually to a 
sum exceeding eleven hundred and fifty dollars, ought to be re- 
duced —— per centum on the said‘annual amount.” 


{Much time was spent on private claims and af- 
fairs—especially on a bill reported by the naval 
committee, to place the venerable commodore 
Tucker, of the revolutionary navy, on the pension 
list, at $50 per month. The merits of that dis- 
tinguished officer were fully acknowledged, but 
the propriety of the procedure was objected to on 
general principles. At last, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a thirdreading. [Passed next 
day.]} 

February 6. Sundry resolutions were offered 
and proceedings had, which will be necessarily no- 
ticed in their progress—of no present importance. 

Agreeably to the order ef the day, the senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to establish an 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the U. 
States. 

Mr. Van Dyke spoke in exposition of the princi- 
ples of the bill; and | 

Mr. #toderts delivered his sentiments at great 
length in opposition to it. 

And then the senate adjourned. 


February7. . The motion to appoint a joint com- 
mittee to ascertain and report a mode of examin- 
ing the votes for president and vice president of 
the United States, and of notifying the persons 
elected of their election, was taken up and agreed 
to; and Messrs. Barbour and Macon were appoint- 
ed a committee on the part of the senate. 

The chief of this day was spent on the bill for. 
the relief of purchasers of the public lands, and 
the bill to.establish an uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy. The first was re-committed, and the se- 
cond opposed by Mr. Barbour and supported by 
Mr. Otis. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday Feb. 2. Mr. Newton, from the commit- 
tee of commerce, reported a bill to repeal an act 
passed the 26th of April, 1816, increasing the com. 
pensation of inspectors, measures, weighers, and 
gaugers; and the bill was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Forrest, from the committee on agriculture, 
made a long report on the petition of the United 
Agricultural Society of Virginia; which was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house on the 
state of the union. 


Mr. Whitman, from the select committee, ap- 
potted to enquire into the expediency of altering 
the relative value of the gold hereafter to be coined 
at the mint of the United States, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by the following bill; 


Be it enacted, &c. That the eagles hereafter to 
be coined at the mint of the United States, shall 
contain two hundred and thirty-seven grains and 
ninety-eight hundredthsjof a grain of pure, or two 
hundred and fifty-nine’ grains and,sixty-one hun- 
dredths of a grain of standard gold; and the half 
eagles and quarter eagles the same proportion of 
fine orstandard gold; and the said eagles, half ea- 
gles, and quarter eagles, so to be coined being of 
the weight aforesaid, shall from and after the first 
day of July next, pass, and be a legal tender in the 
payment of all debts and demands whatscever, at 
the rate of ten dollars for each eagle, and in that 
proportion for half and quarter eagles; and, when 
of jess than the weight aforesaid, being of the stand- 
ard fineness, in proportion to their weight. 

The bill was twice read and committed. 





siete 
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Mr. JVelson, of Va, submitted for consideration 
the following resolution: . 

Resolved, thai a select committee be appointed 
to enquire into the expediency of abolishing impri. 
sonment for debt, in all cases of processissuing from, 
the courts of the United States, and that they have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

After some remarks, the resolution was agreed 
to, and a committee of five appointed accordingly. 

Mr. Bich rose to say, that, in consequence of the 
great length of time which has been taken up in 
discussing the proposed reduction of the army, and 
other subjects, and the limited period of the pre- 
sent session, he had come to the cénclusion not to 
ask for the further consideration at the present ses. 
gion, of the resolution which hejhad submitted, 
some time ago, proposing the prohibition of the 
importation of certain articles of foreign growth or 
manufacture. He hoped, he said, that he might 
be indulged in the further remark, that, being fully 
satisfied, that, should the condition of the country 
remain unchanged, its resources must gradually 
melt away and disappear, he should, if here at the 
next session of Congress, at an early day,-call the 
attention of the house again to this subject; and, 
should he not be here, if he had any influence with 
his successor, it should certainly be employed to 
induce him to move for the consideration of the 
subject. 


The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the senate’s resolution for the ad- 
mission of Missouri. 

The following amendment, proposed on yester- 
day, by Mr. WLane, of Delaware, being under 
consideration, viz. Tostrike out the proviso to the 
resolution, and in heu thereof to insert the follow- 
ing 

Provided, That nothing in the constitution of the 
said state of Missouri, shall be construed to autho- 
rize or make it obligatory on the legislature to pass 
any law denying to the citizens of each state any of 
the privileges and immunities of citizens of the se- 
veral states. And provided further, That no law 
ef the said state shall be construe@ to deny to the 
citizens of each state any of the privileges and im- 
munities of citizens in the several states. 

A long debate took place, not so much on this 
particular amendment, as on the whole subject of 
the evils of slavery, the rights of the south, the ba- 
lance of power, the nature of the obligations and 
benefits of the union, &c. | 

The question being taken on agreeing to the pro- 
posed amendment, the chairman pronounced the 
division to be in the affirmative, 75 votes to 73. 

The committee then rose, and reported the 
amendment to the house; and the questien being 
put on agreeing to the amendment reported by the 
committee of the whole, the vote was as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot. Alexander, Allen of Tenn. Anderson, A 
cher. of Me. Archer, of Va. Baldwin, Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Bloom- 
field, Brevard, Brown, Bryan, Burton, Batler, of Lou. Cannon, 
Clay, Cobb, Cock», Crawford, Crowell, Culpepper, Cuthbert, Da- 
vidsen, Earle, Eddy, Edwards, of N.C. Fisher, Floyd, Garnett, 
Gray, Hall, of N. C. Hardin, Hill, Hooks, Jackson, Jonson, Jones, 
of Va. Jones, of Ten. Kent, Little, Lowndes, McCoy, McCreary, 
McLane, of Del. McLean, of Ken. Meigs, Mercer, Metcalf, Mont, 
gotery, Neale, Nelson, of Va."Newton, Parker, of Va- Pinckney, 
Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Ringgold, Robertson, Sawyer, Shaw, Sim- 
kins, Sloat, Smith, of N. J. Smith, of Md. A. Smyth, of Va. Smith, 
of N. C. Swearingen, Terrill, Trimble, Tacker, of Va. Tucker, of 
S.C. Tyler, Walker, Warfield, Williams, of Va. Williams, of 
N. C.—79, 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, of Mass. Allen, of N. Y- Baker, 
Bateman, Beecher, Boden, Brush, Buffum, Butler.of N. H. Camps 
bell, Case, Clagett, Clark, Cook, Crafts. Cushman, Dane, Date 
lington, Dennison, Dickinson, Edwards, of Con. Edwards, of Penn. 
Eustis, Fay, Folger, Foot, Ford; Forrest, Fuller, Gorham, Gross, 
of N. Y. Gross, of Pen. Guyon, Hackley, Hall, of N. ¥. Hemp 
hill, “Henéricks, Herrick, Hibshmaa, Hobart, Hostetter, Kendall, 


— 





Kinsey, Kinsley, Lajhrop, Lincoln, Livermiore, Maclay, McCul- 
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tough, Mallary, Marchand, Monell, R. Moore, S. Moore. Morton, 
Moseley, Murray, Nelson, of Mass. Parker, of Mass. Patterson, 
Philson, Pitcher, Plumer, Randolph, Rich, Richards, Richmond, 
Rogers, Ross, Russ, Sergeant, Silsbee, Stevens, Storrs, Street, 
Strong, of Vt. Strong, of N. Y. Tarr, Tomlinson, Tompkins, ‘Tra- 
cy, Udree, Upham, Van Renselaer, Wallace, Whitman, Wood.—88 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Another amendment, offered by Mr. Storrs, as 
well as one by Mr. S. Moore, having failed—Mr. 
Clay then said, seeing that all effort at amendment 
has failed, and anxious to make a last effort to settle 
this distracting question, moved to refer the se- 
nate’s resolution to a committee of thirteen mem- 
bers. te 

This motion was agreed to, and the following 
gentlemen were appointed a committee accord- 
ingly: 7 

ll Clay, of Ky. Eustis, of Mass. Smith, of 
Md. Sergeant, of Pa. Lowndes, of S. C. Ford, of 
N. ¥. Campbell, of Ohio, Archer, of Va. Hackley, 
of N. Y.S. Moore, af Pa. Cobb, of Geo. Tomlinson, 
of Con. Butler, of N. H. | 

The following gentlemen compose the commit- 
tee appointed to enquire into the expediency of 
abolishing imprisonment for debt on process issued 
from the courts of the United States: 

Messrs. Nelson, of Wa. Hemphill, Storrs, Koss, 
Edwards, of Con. 

Saturday, Feb. 3. Mr. Sergeant made the follow- 
ing report: 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was 
referred the report of the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, upon the subject of lotteries, 
make the following report: 

That they concur in the opinion expressed by 
the committee for the District of Columbia, that it 
is not necessary of expedient for congress now to 
interfere:—They therefore offer the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

The report was concurred in by the house. 


Mr. Jtoss, after some remarks in favor of the pro- 
priety of the course which he was about to pro- 
pose, founded on the importance of the subject to 
the particular state and to the union—moved that 
the communication from the governor of Ohio, re- 
ceived a few days ago, and the report of a commit- 
tee of the legislature relative to the controversy 
between that state and the bank of the United 
States, be printed for the use of the members of 
this house. 

After some opposition, the motion was agreed to 
—ayes 63, noes 37. 


Mr. Clay rose to make a motion. It would be 
recollected, he said, by the house, that, by a ma- 
jority very decisive, a resolution was adopted at 
the last session, declaring it expedient to make an 
appropriation, by law, for a mission to such of the 
governments of South America as had established 
their independence. it remained for the house to 
carry that resolution into effect; and he thought 
that it was a solemn duty of this house to give com- 
plete effect to its own decision. He rose, there- 
fore, to move that the resolution adopted at the 


last session be referred to the same committee of 


the whole house, to which was referred the bill 
making appropriations for the support of govern- 
ment, that it might come up for consideration, ina 
regular mariner, and a clause be‘ inserted in that 
bill to accomplish the object of the resolution. 
Mr. C. made this motion to prevent the imputation 
of taking the house bv surprise. Conceiving it 
proper to act in the spirit of that resolution, he now 


proposed the preliminary step. : 


The motion was agreed to without a division, 
though not without dissenting voices. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the appropriation bills. 

On opening the first itera, the Missouri question 
was discovered lurking in it! 

Mr. Smith, of Md. having moved to fill the first 
blank in the bill with 314,866 dollars, to defray the 
expense of compensation to the senate and house 
of representatives, their officers and attendants, 

Mr. Cobb moved to fill the blank with a smal- 
ler sum, presuming that the sum moved by Mr. 
Smith was founded on estimates including the dele- 
gate from Missouri. As there was no such dele- 
gate recognized on the fluor of the house, the 
appropriation ought to be diminished accordingly. 

Much desultory debate followed—but at length 
the great difficulty was got over, and the bill pro-. 
ceeded with! 

Monday, Feb 5. A bill making certain appro- 
priations for the public buildings, was, after some 
objections, ordered to a third reading. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Foot in the chair, on the 
general appropriation bill for the current year. 

The discussion of the bill; or rather of particular 
items of it, occupied the whole day: 

Various propositions for amendment were nega« 
tived, except one, of not much importance-- 

On motion of Mr. Silsbee, aided by Mr. Lincoln, 
the house agreed to increase the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of congress one thousand 
dollars, for the purpose of erecting a monument 
over the grave of the late vice-president Gerry, whe 
died and was buried in Washington city, during 
his term of service. 

At a late hour, the committee rose and obtained 
leave to sit again, on motion of Mr. Clay, wid was 
prepared to move an amendment, respecting a mis- 


late, and the house too thin. 

And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb.6. Mr. Smith, of Md. from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, made a report on the 
state of the revenue, present and prospective, &c.” 
which was ordered to lie on the table. {See p. 391.] 

Mr. Culbreth, from a select committee, reported 
the following bill: 


Be it enacted, S’c. That, in lieu of the salaries now allowed by 
law to the following officers, and other persons, employed in the 


, civil department of the government, there shall be paid to them, 
| quarterly, the following annual salaries. respectively, and no 


more: that is to say, to the Secretary of State, five thousand dol- 
lars; to the Seeretary of the ‘l'reasury, five thousand dollars; to 
the Seerctary of War, five thousand dollars; to the Secretary of 
the Navy, five thousand dollars; to the Attorney General, three 
thousand dollars; to the Postmaster General, three thousand five 
hundred dollars; to the Assistant Postmaster General, and addi- 
tional Assistant Postmaster General, each two thousand dollars; 
to the Commissioners of the Navy Board, each three thousand dol- 
lars; to the Naval Constructors, each two thousand dollars; to the 
First Comptroller of the ‘Treasury. three thousand dollars; to the 
Librarian, one thousand dollars; to the Commissioner of the pub- 
lic buildings, one thousand five hundred dollars; to the Superin- 
tendant of the patent office, one thousand dollars; to the Clerk of 
the Attorney General, five hundred dollars; ,to the Clerk of the 
Commissioner of the public buildings, five bundred dollars; and to 
the Clerk of the Superintendant of the patent office, five hua- 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the salaries of each of 
the officers and clerks of the senate and house of representatives, 
and of each and every other officer, clerk, or other person, em- 
ployed in, any of the public offices, at the seat of government, not 
herein particularly designated, shali he reduced twenty per cent- 
um from the respective amounts now allowed by law. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the annnal 
salaries, and Other compen or emoluments, new allowed by 
law to each or any of th 
from the necessary expenditures incident to their respective offi 
ces, shall exceed the following sums, that is to say: to the Collec 
tors of the Customs, four thousand dollars; to the Naval Officers” 
three thousand do!lars; to the Survevors of the Customs, two thou: 





sand five hundred dollars; to the Registers of the Land Offices 
two thouswud five hundred doflars; to the Receivers of public mo 


sion to South America, but thought the hour too — 


« tollowing officers, afteri'deducting there . 
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neys at the several Land Offices, two thousand five hundred dok 
lars; the several surplusses shall be a for, and paid by 
them, respectively, to the tressary of the United States. Provided 
always, that nothing herein contained shall be construed.to extend 
to fines, forfeitures, and penalties, under the revenue laws of the | 
United States. 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the salaries of military 
and naval storekeepers shall be limited not to exceed six huadred 
“Eek aire rther enacted, That the tion of th 

te 5. An u é t the operation of this act 
shall commence and take effect from and after the fourth day of 
March next, and that so much of any and every act, heretofore 
passed upon the subject, as is inconsistent with, or repugnant to 
the previsions herein contained, be, and the same is hereby repeal- 
ed, from and after that date. : 

The bill was twice read and committed. 


After other buisness, not of present interest— 

‘The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, and resumed the considera- 
tion of the general appropriation bill. 

Mr. Clay moved the amendment, which he a few 
days ago intimated it to be his intention to propose 
to the bill, and was as follows: 

For an outfit and one year’s salary to such minis- 
tér as the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, may send to any govern. 
ment of South-America, which has established and 
is maintaining its independency on Spain, a sum not 
exceeding 18,000 dollars. 

Messrs. Clay, Floyd, Trimble, Stevens, Culpepper, 
and Mr, Clay, ina second speeca, supported the re 
solution—which was opposed by Messrs. Lowndes, 
Robertson and Rhea, on various grounds. ~ After 
which, the question was taken on adopting the 
proposed amendment, and it was negatived—for it 
73, against it 77. 

The committee rose and reported the bill to the 
house, &c. 


Wednesday, Feb. 7. Mr. William S. Blackledge, 
a member from North Carolina, inthe place of the 
late ‘ir.. Slocumb, appeared to-day, was qualified 
and took his seat. 

Mr. /¥illiams, of North Carolina, from the com. 
mittee of claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of Andrew Bartle, John Barnard, and 
Samucl Washburn; andthe saine were respectfully 
agreed to. 

Mr. Cocke, from the military committee report- 
eda bill to give salaries to the officers of the army, 
in lieu of their present pay and emoluments; as 
follows: 

Brigadier gen. 3000 dollars; paymaster gen. 2400; adj. and insp. 
generals 2000; assistants do. 1600; quartermaster gen. 3000; deputy 
do. 1600; judge advocate, com. gen. of subsistence, and com. gen. 
of purchases, 2000 each; assistant com. gen. of purchases 1000; a 
colonel 1800; lieut. col. 1600; a major 1500; a captain 959; Ist licut. 
800; 3nd do. 750; 3d do. 750. When subaiterns are employed in 
the staff, they are to receive 180 additional. Surgeon gen. 2000; 
apothecary geu. 1500; reg. surgeon 1200; assistant do. 900. Pro- 
fessors in the military academy 1000; assistaats and teachers 700; 
master of the sword 500; a cadet 144, and two rations per day. 
Military store-keepers 750, 12 1-2 cents per mile for travelling 10 
lieu of transportation—and when an ofhcer chooses to draw ra- 


fious or forage in kind, there shall be deducted for the same, from 
his compensation, a sum equal to the contract price of such ration 


or forage. — ‘ P 
The bill was twice read and committed. 


The speaker laid before the house a report of 
the commissioners of the sinking fund, detailing 
ibeir operations subsequent to their report dated 
the 5th of February last; which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The house proceeded to a consideration of the 
general appropriation bill, and the amendments 
nade thereto by the committee of the whole— 
the motion being still pending, which was made by 
Mr. Culbreth on yesterday, to lay the bill on the 





table, with the view of taking up the bill to reduce 


the salaries in the civil departments of the govern-' 


Various proceedings, not of a definite character, 
were had—it was laid over for the purpose of al. 
iowing Mr. Clay an opportunity of being present, | 
he bemg ig Be on the committee on the Missou- 
ri subject; and the house took’up several private 
claims which were variously disposed of, &c. which 
shall be noticed in their progress, as necessary. 

In the course of the day, Mr. Burbour gave no- 
tice that he should on to-morrow move te go into 
a commitee of the whole on the subjects relative to 
the navy. 

Mr. Baldwin gave notice that he should on Mon- 
day next, move to go into a committee of the whole 
on the tariff and auction duties’ bills. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS, 

In the senate. ‘The day was spent in considering 
the bankrupt bill. My. Mills, of Mass. supported, 
and Mr. Holmes, of Maine, opposed it—in long 
speeches. 

In the house of representatives. After other busi. 
ness, not necessary to notice at present, the house 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on 
the report of the naval committee, which concludes 
with the following resolution: “ Resulved, That a na- 
val peac~ establishment ought to be fixed by law.” 
The following amendment was agreed to on the 
motion of Mr. Lowndes,—«“provided that the num- 
ber of commissioned officers to be authorised shall 
not be less than that of those who are now commis- 
sioned in the naval service.” Further amendments 
were proposed, but nothing acted upon decisively. 








CHRONICLE. 


WasuineTon. Cawva’s statue of the father of 
his country, is said to be nearly finished, and to be 
‘one of the finest productions of the immortal! 
sculptor.” 

Maine. John Holmes has been re-elected a se- 
nator of the United States from this state, for six 
years from the fourth of March next. There were 
several candidates; but, at the first ballot, he had 
28 of a majority of the whole number of votes, 
and was chosen.. 

Hilinots. A party of men, women, and children, 
in all ninety persens, from the kingdom of Hanover, 
under the care and patronage of Ferdinand Ernst, 
have recently arrived at Vandalia, the new seat of 
the government of Illinois, as settlers. They are 
mechanics and farmers—and valuable to the state. 

Columbus, O, Jan. 13. The bill concerning the. 
tax collected from the bank of the Unlted States, 
passed through -a committee of the whole, this 
evening, by large majorities; and was finally order- 
el to be engrossed for a third reading —48 votes 
to12. ‘This bill, after reciting in the preamble, the 
collection of the tax of $100,000 on the offices of 
discount and deposit of the bank of the United 
States in Chillicothe and Cincinnati, in September, 
1819, and stating that a tax of four per cent. upon 
the dividend of that institution, would be more 
equitable; provides thatthe sum of $90,000 of the 
tax so as aforesaid collected shall be refunded; and 
that instead of the former tax, a tax of $2500 only 
shall be annually collected from said bank. It alse 
provides that any person hindering or molesting 
the auditor, orany person he may appoint for that 
purpose, whilst collecting the tax aforesaid, shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding six months, and fined 
in any sum not exceeding $500, at the discretion 
of the court of the county in which the offence may 











ment. have been committed. 
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